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Hunting Wild Animals in the Jungles of India. 

By " NONAME," 

Author of ** Frank Reade and Hia Stoam Tally-ho," " Frank Reade and His Steam Team," etc., etc, 



CHAPTER I. 

THE CIRCUS MAN. 

"Tr Mr. Frank Reads, Jr.. in?" 

"'Deed, Bah, 1 done fink he ami" 1 

"I would like to see him!" , 

*' If yo* gib me yo' curd, sab, I take it to him I 

" Here it is!" t _ . 

This conversation took place nl the gate entrance to the large yard 
surrounding the extensive machine shops in ReadeBtown, U S. A, 

These shops were the property or Frank Rearte, Jr., a wonderm! 
inventor of many curious machines, and whose reputation was world- 
wUle, 

The man who applied for an interview with the young Inventor was 
a short, thicke t man, Ibahily dressed, but yet wiili mi open, honent 
countenance and a whole-souled hearty maimer, which at once gave 
one a favorable impression. 

The darky at i he gate was short and stout, with a genuine Africa a 
type of foal urea and gleaming Ivories. 

He took the Card ami said : 

u A/fiffhW sohl I gib dis to Marse Frank, an' bring hack de answer 
dlncilyi" „ , ± L , ,-• ■. . 

■< Hold on, yon ace of spades!" cried the ylBitor, good bumoredly. 
<» Don't be off so quick, 1 want to speuk wiHi jftttf! 

» 4 WelL sah, what you hah wif mo?" 
You're a dandy, ain't you! I've beard lots about you I Atn t your 
name Pomp?" 

The darky grinned, 

** Dat am what it am, Ban!" 

11 1 thought so. Hain't vou got a working companion called Barney 

(ySbeaf " *, - - 

** Bejabers, an' phwat will yez have with mef* came a voice m a rich 

brogue from beyond the gate. _ _ _ , 

There, at Pomp's side, appeared a genuine typo of the Celt, with 

broad, grinning mag, and a comical twinkle in his dancing gray 

eyes* 

"Oh, you're there, are youf cried the visitor in a hearty way. 
" Well, I'm glad to meet Barney and Pomp. I've heard of yon, as I 
guess everybody else has in cue wide world/' 

The hi** nism hold out, Ida hand and Barney took it. 

"Begorra, I'm hkln' the Inks or yez? but divil a bit do I remember 
yez at all, at all!" , ___ _ _ 

» IK ha, ha! 1 ' roared the visitor. *' I reckon ye dout. Well, 
here's my card. I'm well known myselfl' 1 

Barney took the card and read aloud: 

" Walsingham Gladwell, of Glad weirs Famous Four Continent 
ami Intellectual Exposition of Zoological Research, New York 
City," 

Barney and Pomp tried to road the card, 

« Begorra, a? yez wild talk Irish, shure Vd ingoge to understand 
yes!" he cried, 41 But dtvll a bit cau I mispronounce sich worruds as 
thimi" M , 

At this Walsingham Glad well nearly co J lapsed with laughter, 

» Well, i don't know as I blame youl" he cried. M It does bold 
some his? words. However, you'll understand when I Bay that I run 
a large circus.*' 

Barney's eves snapped. 

11 Shure it's a circus, IB UP he cried, H then, bejabers, I m onto yea. 
But ye'll niver foiud a betther curiosity thin the nnygur here. Shure 
they'd cum from I very where to luk at the toikes av h\m* v 

*'* Golly, Ban, jes' vo* listen to dis chilel" protested Pomp. 4i Dat am 
tie only gin i wine Irish ape dat am lei 1 ou dis yearth. It wud be de 
bee' card yo' cud gel." 

Walsingham Gladwell roared. 

He knew from report that Barney and Pomp were in their element 
when engaged In roasting each other. 

They were the warmest of friends and yet unsparing in the perpe- 
tration of practical jokes one upon the other. 

« Irish ape!" roared Glad well. " That is a good one. Ha, ha, ha!' 
41 Shure yess have insulted me, naygur!" sputtered Barney, ** It*e 



yea it f as was a monkey afore iver yez war a man, Whnrroo! 
that fer yer impudence— an' that!" ^ 

A pail of dirty water sat upon a platform by the gate. 

Barney had picked it up and dashed it full at Pomp. 

its contents took the darky lull In the face and with demoralizk 

The dirty water went down the darky's throat, into his eyes, \ 

and nigh strangled him. 

Jes' yo 1 stop o' dat, Plshl" he yelled wheu he recovered I 

breath. " I jes' hau yo' life fo' datl" 
Glad well was convulsed, lie thought it was awful funny. 
But Barney was out of Pomp's reach. He had sprung up a 

ladder to the Jiign brick wall above ami hud pulled tho ladder upi 

him. 

Pomp could not reach him, though tho darky was furious to to] 
that he could noi do so. 

So the two jokers contented themselves with hurling harmle 
thets. „ t . 

They soon t ired or th is, however, and Pomp turned to Glad well: 

** Beg yo* pardon, sab, but I would jes' hah taken yo* can I ia 1 
afo" dis ir It hadn't been To' dat sassy I'ishuian, I break his Jawi 
he comes down!" 

" Look here'" said Glad well, sobering down, " I want to mi 
proposition to you chaps*" 

41 Well, sah f* said Pomp, 

*< Piiwat do you flay?" asked Barney, all interest. 
You know I'm a circus tmm, Nuw, blkiIs noted people as you I 
vour famous employer, Mr. Reado, would be worili a pile of inDueyl 
nn- in ins- circus, if 1 c*u hire you all, with Mr. Reade's famous t 1 
ship or Steam Man, to -ive exhibitions and travel with my circus,! 
fonune will be made." 

Walsingham Glad well thus plainly set forth the object of his i 

Pomp and Barney exchanged glances. 

For the time being they intuitively ugreed to a truce, and Bei 
came down from the wall, 

"Huh!" said Pomp, doubtfully. "Idon' hellebe yo' sit 
Frank to do dat." 

»« Begorra, yr/, kin bet on itl" asseveraied Barney. 

But Glad well smiled. 

1 1 I >oa't you be too sure, friends. I nm here arter you and 11 
:ltuI must have voul" -m 

"Well, sab," Bald Pomp, plainly, 11 you will hab to talk will 
Frank ober dat flng, Dat am all, sab." 

" And that is what I wantjto do. Take in my card.'* 

M All right, sah!" 

Pomp vanished. 

In a few moments he returned, 

All right, suh; Marse Frank will sen yo" In his offlce." 
41 Good enough I" 

Gladwell followed the darky across the yard, 
In a corner of the imdn building Frank l^ado. Jr., Hail an fltoi 
private room whore l e draughted all the plans of Ids invent ioo^H 
Into this Gladwell was lod. 

He stood face to face with the most famous young man of thee 

Frank Reade, Jr., was of medium height, rather slender, huf 
well knit frame and handsome features, rrank and brave aud Iw 

Ho held out his hand with a pleasant smit^ 

11 Well, Glad well p r1 he cried. M T nm dad to see you," 

*• The same, Mr. Reader ' sal-I the circus owner, allably. 

,l We have not met before lor three years?" 

"About thai- Umel" 

'%[ have not forgotten how you saved my life In that railroad I 
dent at Chlcagof 

" That was nothing. I was very glad to have the honor! 

**■ I owe you a great debt. Is there any way in which 1 can I 

A light broke across Glad well's race. 
11 YesP he cried, 14 If you choose to do sol" 
" What can I dor 
" It will be something which I can make of mutual advantage" , 
"IndeedP 
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■■ You know that T run a circus!" 
" Yes!" 

,** Well, you and your two men, Barney and Pomp, with one or two 
11 jour wonderful machines would be the grouted attraction on 
irtli P' 

Frank looked at Glad wo II Lo see if he really was in earn oat and then 
laughed musically. 
"You don't really mean thai, Gladwell?" 
> Yes, I do!" 

11 But how could I consent to travel with yonr show? I have too 
any projects on hand*" 

1 But the money that would be in it both for you and meF 
Frank looked serious. 

"The money consideration, my dour Gladwell, Is no object to met" 
ssakl. 11 1 have all that I want* Let me suggest to you a better 
i for rendering you a service* You will make almost as well out 
git!" 

Glad we II looked ea^er* 
1 What Uo yon ineanF* 

" I have just Invented a new machine Tor a purpose which will hit 
our case. Yoa have come along just in the nick of time. 5 ' 
" Indeed r 

tf My new Electric* Van is specially constructed for the purpose of 
Blroveling in parts of the world thickly infested with ravenous wild 

* LBtS, n 

I Electric YanT 
1 Yes," 

" What kind of a machine is thatr 

** You shall see it and then I ean the more fully explain It to yon!" 
14 Cut I cannot in what way It will benefit me if you will not 
| consent to travel one season with my show. Mind you, I am not ask- 
ing this favor on the score of any obligation you may feel under to 
lie* It Is purely a business motive/' 
11 f appreciate the Tact J" said Franr, quietly, "but uo pecuniary 
| consideration would induce me to travel 1" 
"Then I need not wasie further time here?" 
" I shall be very glad to render yon assistance in another way," 
" But I do not seek it in ;tiiv other way!" said Ghidwell, 
!« C!ome now, Gladwell, old friend, don't be unreasonable." 
" Well, in what manner can you help me as woil as to travel with 
If 

■ Sit down here and I will tell you. Then we will go in and take a 
ok at my latest invention*" 
Glad well could not refuse this generous offer. 



CHAPTER If. 

THE ELECTRIC VAX — EXPERIENCE WITH A CRASS 

Heated at a table, Frank unfolded a map of India* 

' Here is ;i map of one of I h*> wildest parts of Lite earth," he de- 
arod. " In Central and Upper India there are large tracts of 
Mm try winch man never dares to cross, Even the scientist and ex- 
jlon-r dare not invade the region." 

" Indeed F 

11 It is a fact*' 1 

" Why is it so perilous?" 

'On account or the ferocity ami number of wild beasts* There are 
vera! species believed to be in existence there which many people 

I (lis pa ted the existence or and which zoologists have not dasst- 

G hid well was mightily interested, 
k t4 Yon don't mean it?" 

II Yes, I do. There, for instance, is the white panther. I am well 
aured that numbers of this beast exist in the jungles of BongChu." 

1 White panther I Why, such a beast in this country would draw 
i million dollars in less than no time." 

" Thai is what T am telling you. There is the cardinal emu* Such 
i binl would be a wonder in civilised parts," 

"I should say sol" 

I Then there is the black lion, ihe double-headed bear and many 
llher animals which I will not mention* All these are known to exist 
i the jungle* of Bnnet Chu/ 1 i 

" Do you believe thai? 1 
"Certainly I do." 

* ' Bu t— t h ey n ever coul d he cap r u re J . " 

■They could; ni least, they could be shot and mounted as rare 
ciniens!" 

* Ah, but you say that white men dare not Invade that jungle?" 

I I dare invade any part of India, or any Other country with my 
Ctric Van!" ftaid Frank. 

The circus owner looked at Frank Inscrutably. 

"You are too deep for me!" he said, slowly. 11 1 understand yon 

"In my electric invention T intend to make a trip to Central India 
id explore the jangles of Bang Ghu. I oiler you the privilege of 
>mg wiih me if you choose* It looks like an excellent opportunity 
) make up a good menagerie!" 

Wal Bingham Glad well passed a band across his brow, 

"Do you moan that, Frank?" he said, in a huwjldered manner, 

" Yes, I do." 

"That settles it! My fortune is made. My partner shall travel 
Ions with the show this season. I will advertise the woiid over that 
[ have gone to India with Frank Reade, Jr., to procure animals for 

r show, and the whole of America will be on the qui t>/*<? until our 



return. Frank, your band* You are right. It is the greatest favor 
you can bestow upon me. When will we start?" 
11 One week from to-day I" 

" Good! I aee you adhere to your old plaa of immediate action*" 
"It Is the best!" 
" Every time!" 

** But come!" said Frank Reade, Jr„ with a light Jaugh. u Let me 
show you the Electric Van, with which we will invade the dangerous 
jungles of Bang Chnl" 

" I shall l>o delighted!" 

They passed from the oJUce Into a large, high -roofed chamber, one 

hundred feet long by Jifty broad* 
Here the circus proprietor beheld a wonderful sight* 
The Electric Van, Frank Reade, Jr.'s latest luventii 

Mm. 



invention, was before 



In appearance it was a large, square, van-shaped vehicle, upon four 
light wheels, with broad bands and grooved tires, 

The body of ibe wagon rested upon light steel axles, with some 
clever uuderriggiug, and tine system of cogs, by which great speed 
could be attained wiih a small pressure of electric force. 

In the center of l he wagon and partly underneath wai the dyuamos, 
motor and electrical machinery* 

Wire nettings of the finest woven meshes of steel covered the sides 
aud top of the van. 

This was Impervious to rifle balls, and at Intervals loop-holes were 
made for the inmates to Ore through. 

The rear of ibe wagou consisted of two broad swinging steel doors 
and a platform. 

In front was a dasher, wiih the key-board and steering wheel. On 
the diisher was a long, spike-shaped ram, as keen pointed as a needle. 

Also i he hubs of the wheels were armed with sharp, scythe-shaped 
knives, so that a path could be literally mowed through any dense 
grasses in the jungle. 

This, in the main, constitutes the description of the Electric Yan* 

Tl le 1 n teri or w as elega i i t J y IHted up wi tli del i -ens h lot ed bunks of 
leather, lockers for am muni Lion, stores and weapons. 

All the necessary instruments for such a trip were on hand, 

Wa!sin"hain Gladwell was carried away with the Van. 

Ir Wonderful beyond description!" he cried. " How much speed do 
you reckon you can get up, Frank f 

■* I can bent a railroad train." 

11 Sho'l Yo-j don't mean itf 1 

" Yes, I dor 

" Bui — 

" What?" 

" How will you ever get the Van out there to India?" 
" Kasy enough. It can be packed in sections and easily put to- 
gether when we get tli ere." 
" Good! We will go by the Pacific Mail Line?" 
*■ Jiy the most direct route I" 
11 And start next week?" 
" Yea!" 

M I will be on baud* Waleingham Gladwell is a happy man. Now 
I must away to make preparations," 

The jiexLdsy the news traveled all over the country. 

The newspapers took up the report that Frank lie ado, Jr., had come 
ont with a new invention and would make a nip lo India. 

Glaring posters were issued for the great Giailwoll Circus, announc- 
ing the absence of the proprietor in India in quest of the scarlet emu 
and the while pnmher. 

Of course all those reports created a tremendous furore* 

The result was that G Indwell's Circus received an advertiiement 
such as it had never known before. 

As t lie day drew nearer for the start of the expedition to India, 
Frank Reade, Jr., became besieged with all manner of Bt range requests. 

Cranks sent him threatening letters, others sought to beg or buy 
the privilege of being a fellow passenger. 

One incident or a ihrillir.g kind befell Frank. 

lie was leaving the yard one evening after dark, and jnst as ho was 
about to step into his carriage, a man of wild appearance stepped up. 

"Frank Reade," lie said in hitler lone*, you occupy the Held 
which is mine by ell rights. I am really a gieaier inventor than you, 
but because you occupy my iiekl J cannot get recognition. Therefore 
tt is written that you must die, that I may succeed you]" 

At the same instant the folio 1 " put the muzzle of a pistol to Frank's 
head* 

Just In lime the young (even -or struck the barrel up, 

A moment more and ihe bullet would have gone crashing through 
bis brain. # 

As it was it broke the glass in the coach door and set the horses 
beyond the driver's control. 

Frank Instantly hurled his assailant to the ground* 

Fortunately an officer was near at band. 

lie quickly bad the fellow manacled and took him away to prison. 

The next day Frank appeared against the crank, who gave his name 
as Stillman True. 

The judge sentenced him to three months In jail. 

But as he was led from the court-room he turned, and, with a face 
blue with passion, he hissed I 

u Curse you, Frank Reade, Jr., you shall not escape me. I will 
pursue you yet." 

Frunx speedily forgot the incident in the excitement of the depart- 
ure. 
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The Electric Van was packed in sections and shipped to San Fran- 
cisco, 

But just aa they were about to take the cars from Hen ilea town 
Frank read in a newspaper: 

"Thrilling escape of a crank From the jail. Stillman True, the man 
who assaulted Frank Reade, Jr., nearly b rains Turnkey Wall is and 
makes hi a escaped 

" Mercy on ual*' thought the young inventor. ** Can it be possible 
that thai villain really intends to follow me?" 

But Frank would not entertain the thought. 

The parly reached San Francisco in safety and went aboard the 
Steamer, 

Soon they were sailing out through the Golden Gate en route to the 
west. 

All were in high spirits. • 
Walsinghnm Gladwell was particularly hilarious, and actually 
danced a jig hi his delight 

But among the passengers wna one individual who regarded the 
party covertly and with an evil anepi. 
He was dressed slouchlly and wore a long, black beard. 
To a close observer it would have seemed as if this was aril lie! ah 
The steamer, however, was two days out from San Francisco before 
any incident occurred to mar the voyage. 
Then one moonlight evening all were congregated upon the deck- 
Barney had his tiddle and Pomp his banjo. 
The two jokers were entertaining the crowd with alternate songs* 
Barney had a tine, rich voice, and sang sentimental as well as com- 
ical ditties. 

Fomp had a beautiful tenor voice, and his rendering of some of the 
old plantation songs was indescribable. 

4i Ocn, Rory, beaisy, don't kiss me no more, 
Shore, it's six. toimes lo-dny ye've kiased me before; 
Och T there goes another, an* ihere to make sure, 
Sure there's luck in odd numbers, aays Uory O'More," 
Everybody applauded, and then Pomp got in bis work In flue shape. 
It was certainly quite a treat, 

Frank Reade, Jr., presently strolled away from the others, going 
aft. 

He was busily thinking or the future, and was in a retired part of 
the ship. 

He never suspected the fact that a dark form was creeping up be- 
hind him stealthily. 

Lean tog over the rail, Frank was watching the sea, when be heard 
a rustling Bound behind him, 

He turned just In time to recognize a man springing upon him. 

It was tbe man with the whiskers, and he hissed fiercely : 

11 Ah, I tell you that Stillman True is not to be battled, Tula time 
yon dleP 

A sharp cry escaped Frauic'a Hps. 

But before lie could get into poailion to defend himself, bis assail- 
ant had hurled him over the rail bodily, 
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FJown went Frank Reade, Jr., into the sea. 

A greoL cry went np from his lips. But it did not seem to have 
beeo heard. 

The singing forward drowned it, and he realized in an instant how 
Utterly deeper ate hia situation was. 
The steamer, of course, waa leaving him every inatant. 
In a comparatively short time It would be out of sight. 
He waa a good swimmor, but he could not hope to Keep afloat long, 
" My Godf I am lost!" he cried. " Help— give me help!" 
But there aeemeil no answer to his prayer. 

Those on board the ship either did not hear him, or would not an* 
swer. 

But not Suddenly there was a great shout went up. 
There had been a sailor on one of the yards, and he heard the 
splash, and turned just in lime to see Frank in the water astern. 
** Man overboard i" he shouted. 
The cry went from one end of the ship to the other. 
il Man overboard r* 

It is ever a thrilling cry at sea, and impresses one with horror. In 
an Instant everybody rushed to the rail. 
The bell rang in the engine-room to slacken speed. 
Down from the davits went a boat, quickly manned. 
Sturdy tars pulled away astern looking for the victim. 
Frank was still afloat, for he was a good swimmer. 
He snouted 10 tue boat's crew and they were soon by his side. 
In a jifly he was lifted into the boat. 

His life was spared* 

1 ■ Why, it's Mr. Reade I" cried the boatswain. 41 However did ye 
come to fall over, Mr. Reade?" 

" I didn't fall. I waa thrown over!" cried Frank. 
" Thrown over?" 
tl Yesl" 

u May the inln ta save us! How did that happen, sir?" 

Fr an k d escr i be i\ l he i n c i de n t . 

The boat's crew listened with horror. 

M I know the scnlpin ye refer to, Mr. Reader 1 cried the boatswain, 
41 and I've never liked bis looks since he's been aboard. We will put 
him iu irons T 



The ship bad come about ami wcis lying to. 
The boat now ran alongside anil Frank rati up the gangway. 
He was greeted instanLly by his friends, 
He explained matter*, and much excitement was created, 
A search was made for Stillman True, tbe would-be assassin. 
But now a singular thing occurred. 
He could not be found. 
What did it mean? 
Where had be gone? 

Had hit uldtj tti row il himself overboard and drowned himself? 
was a query not easily answered. 
The ship was aearcbed assiduously from deck to hold. 
But nut a trace of True con Id Ue found. 
He had mysteriously disappeared. 

It was believed by theimajorUy that he bad committed suicide. 
And there tbe matter rested* 
The vojage waa continued* 

Bui Frank never went near the rail without a premonition of so 
thing terrible, and kept bis eye out. 

But to all appearances, the crank had left the Ship, 

Indeed, the vessel was nearly into Honolulu before anything 1 
pened to warrant a di Herein belief. 

Then an idea occurred io Frank. t 

He hastened to tbe hold, 

There wa* stored in sections the wonderful Electric Van. 

A horrifying Tear taught the young inventor the extreme danger a 
leaving the boxes unguarded, with a madman somewhere ai lug 
upon the boat. 

It would be an easy matter for him to damage the machine ou 
pure spite and meanness. 

Frank went down into the hold and made an examination of 1 
boxes. 

To bis great relief, he found, however, thai no barm had been < 
the machine. 

Indeed, it did not appear Lb at the crank had touched it at i 
which was only another fact to bear out tbe supposition that he i 
not on board the ship at all, but had committed suicide by I tap 
overboard. 

Nothing more occurred during the voyage to disturb its 
quill ty. 

In due course of time ihe ship reached port at Calcutta. 
There the Van waa packed in sections aboard a railroad car. 
The railroad ran along the valley of the Ganges river for sen 
hundred miles. 

At Calcutta many English and American residents came to 
their respect! lo the explorers. 

Their fame bad preceded them, and one great Hindoo priD 
whose domain extended to the verge of the Bang Ghu jungle, came l 
visit Frank. 

He came in slate, with n body-guard of armed men, and mett 
young explorer with great cordiality. 

M Ah, sahib/ 1 he Said through his Interpreter, " if you can suctt 
la hunting down the fierce white tiger, you will have won the j 
tude of all my people." 

**I shall try," replied Frank. 

" I shall pray to my goda for your success. But there is an oil 
and more dangerous foe I muat warn you against while iu Nepal. 1 ' 

" Indeed 1" 

" That Is the Thug, That region is their native home." 
tl 1 wilt remember your warn log, great prince!" said Frank, j 
fully. " Perhaps 1 shall meet you again F 

"I return to Nepal next month, You will be welcome at i 

p&locer 

All over tbe Indian part of Calcutta traveled the news of the an 
of the distinguished American who had come to India to clean out t 
dread jungle of Bang Ghu. 

The native Hindoos (locked to the railroad station In great numb 
to get a glimpse of the famous new-comer. 

Native princes and dignitaries called upon Frank and extended t 
him hospitable urce tings and best wishes. 

Jl waa with di III cully that the party linally got away from Calculi 

The raflrond tram linally took them up the valley of the Ganges a 
far as the line of travel extended. 

Then the party disembarked at a small station In the verge of a i 
forest. 

It was five hundred miles from there lo the Jungle of Bang CIhl 

The country in some places was rough and uneven. 

Several mountain ranges would have to be crossed* 

But beyond these Lhere was full two hundred miles Of level 
which it would be easy to cross. 

Tim small station at which they disembarked was called Hudi Jan. 

The Van was taken from the cars, and Barney and Pomp, und 
Frank's direction, proceeded to put It Logether. 

This was not altogether a difficult job. 

Finally the last bolt had been driven and tbe last nut tightened, 1 
tbe Electric Van was reedy. 

The batteries were 11 tied and the motor charged. 

Then ail the stores were placed aboard and all was ready for 1 
start. 

Of course all this work had taken some time. 
But the job was linally it niched after a day and a half had passed 
The voyagers went aboard the Van, and the start waa made, 
There was a turnpike road leading out of Hudl J an for twe 

miles* 



s 
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| This extended through a picturesque tract of country. 
In a measure, it was nu agricultural region. 

Small plantations were seen, and some line bungalows, or Hindoo 
iOUsea, wore passed. 

The natives everywhere dropped their implements and stood agape 
fcaighl ol the Electric Van. 

li was altogether a curious sight to them. 

Kever before hod so strange a machine hi vac led the region, 
[if was, therefore, no wonder Unit they were astonished. 

But none oll'ered anything like homile opposition to the Van. 

In some place supercilious ones Hung themselves on their faces, 
fcfercome with Tear and horror, 

Our jui venturers in the Van enjoyed the situation. 

Upon every ha ml there was some new wonder to be seen* 

The country was wild and picturesque and unlike anything they 
lid eve r v i a i te d I >efore. 

Wal Bingham G hid well was in his element 

He was so much pleased with his experience that he danced and 
apered and sang lively songs. 
<* llurrahl I wouldn't have missed this trip for the price of my 
_,?1" he cried. "It is simply grand." 
Barney manipulated the steering wheel, and Pomp attended, to the 
dynamos and to the culinary department. 
It was easy he d ling as fur as the highway wenU 
Mt when this finally terminated it was not so easy, 
.region was now encountered of thick forests and dense cane- 

^fp on el rate these it was necessary to take narrow paths used by 
i natives, an\i often it was imperative to stop and fell trees to make 
s way broad enough for the Van to pass> 

n the ordinary cane brake the knives upon the hubs of the wheels 
ouhl cut their passage through. 
But of course, in the forest this could not be done. 
But* the spirits of all were high. 
There were plenty of provisions on board the Van. 
But at available opportunities Frank sent Barney and Pomp into 
ha woods fur game. . ^ f ^ 

Rice and corn and other articles of food were also bought or the 
natives. 
Game was plenty. 

I^ar and bear were in the forests, and ducks and wild geese In the 
anebrakes. 

Of course Pomp and Barney enjoyed this. 

The foe they had dreaded most was the deadly cobra di capello, or 
\ booked snake. 

These were verv plenty, and their poison was fatal. 

But the adventurers bad made provision for this before leaving 
Ljionie. 

Tbey had provided themselves with lonsr leggins of rawhide. 
The fangs of the cobra, unlike those of the rattlesnake, are weak 
t «nu hrittle. 

Against the rawhide tbey were of no avail whatever, 
CHAPTER IV. 

THE Ml ANT PYTHON* 

So that tbey were completely safe with regard to the hooded snake. 

The reptiles in some places wore very plentiful. 

in fact, Barney was struck in the lower pan of his legs eleven times 
I odp ilay. while hunting la the caneb rakes. . 

Had it not been Tor the impervious character of the rawhide he 
would have been a corpse. 
Tliere were other foes to be dreaded. 

One of these was the brown python, a monster which frequently at- 
tained the stupendous length of forty feet. 

p The party were enjoying a nooning in a shady dell in the forest one 
Mny, when suddenly one of these monsters appeared. 
Barney was the iirst to espy bis snakeghlp. 
Frank Reade, Jr., was aboard the Electric Van. 
Glad well was procuring water a* a spring near, while Barney and 
Pomp were engaged in skinning the carcass of a line wood deer. 

It was no doubt the smell of the blood that had drawn the python 
fcto the spot i j . iii 

[Barney heard a rustling in the undergrowth and turned suddenly 
ho behold a horrifying spectacle. 

The reptile T s head protruded through the green foliage not ten feet 
[ distant. _. 
Its eyes were fixed with a basilisk-like gleam upon Barney, 
The Celt for a moment felt sick and faint. 

An awful horror was upon him, and it seemed as if he was likely to 
I come under the influence of that awful fascination which the serpent 
tie a aid LO exert. 

Bui the Celt knew well what this would mean. 
With a tremendoas exertion of will power he brake away from the 
[m\i and cried: ^ . . . , 

5 "Och uonel Wud yez ink at the loikes av ill Shure its a fearful 
I Qtayiliur. Run, uay^nr— run fer yer loifel" 

■* Golly 1" exclaimed Pomp, making a bolt for the Van. 
Both i err i tied fellows ran for the Electric Van. 
They were shouting at the top of their lungs. 
Walslngham Gladwell dropped his water bucket and also started 

t& Mean while the python very coolly glided out of the undergrowth, 
U was a literal monster, and its shining brown folds seemed fearful 
I their length and circumference* 
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But 11 le python was not inclined to heed the Van 
It was the carcass of the deer it was after. 

But the scent of bloDd ha J brought to the spot another aspirant for 
a hearty meal. 

This was a huge, yellow tiger, which now came leaping gracefully 
out of I be forest. 

The tiger came down in a crouching attitude upon the opposite 
Bide of the deer from the python. 
It was a tableau. 

Between the two gourmands was the dainty prize. 
The tiger lashed its tail and growled, with its ttyes fixed upon the 
snake. 

The latter drew its sinuous coils up and gave a tremendous hiss. 
By this time Glad well had reached the Van and ail were safely 
aboard, 

» Begorra, it's a foight they'll haver screamed Barney* M Shure, 
it's the snake an' the tiger 1" 
Pomp had picked" up his rifle and seemed Inclined to lire. 
But Frank Reade, Jr., cried: 
" Hold on. Pomp! 1 ' 
" A'hght, Marse Frank V 

«« Let us see what they will do. It is likely they will eat each other 
up. 1 ' 

Indeed, this was likely. 

Neither seemed disposed to give in, and ibis was evidence of their 
ravenous hunger, 

(t Whewt" exclaimed Gladwell, rubbing his hands. "Don 1 1 wish 
I could iret hold or that python I He'd be worth ten thousand dollars 
to my show !" » ~ . . 

" It is hardly likely that you will succeed, unless the tiger is his 
prey, 1 ' said Frank, 

Of course the tiger will whip him." 

Frank shook Iris head. 

" Not much!" he replied. " That is by no means certain. The 
python is a bad one to handle.'' 

All now watched with interest the movements of the two foes. 

Neither seemed disposed to yield ground to I he other. 

The appetizing meal between them was sufficient incentive for a 
battle to the death. 

The tiger crouched low and lashed its tall furiously. 

The python's huge coils were drawn up and its head was reared 

^Suddenly it shot forward, the Immense coils nnrolled like a whip 
lash. 

Tiiat moment would have been fatal for the tiger but for prompt 
movement upon the part of the beasL 

The tiger did not attempt to dodge the attack, 

Nor did be retreat. , 

On the contrary, he crouched flat upon the ground, burying bis nose 
between his paws. 

The python's coils rolled harmlessly over him. 

It was impossible for them to close around 1dm. Had the tiger been 
in an erect posture thev would have done so. 

But the Instinct of the savage beast had s a veil it. 

The instant the pvthou's folds passed, however, the tiger acted. 

Quick as a flash up went one paw and the sharp claws lore a long 
rent in the python's body. 

The snake gave a fearful bias and whirled about. 

Down went the tiger again. 

Once more the huge folds passed harmlessly over the tigers striped 
body. 

Again the tiger's claws tore a rent in the python's folds, 

" Golly!" cried Pomp, 11 Da tarn )es T a drellul sharp old cat, d at 
ligah urn.'' ■ . .. , ... . _ 

"Begorra, av he keeps on he'll tear the reptile into ribbons I cried 
Barney. 

"Wait awhile," said Frank. 

<« Confound it, it Is too bad!" cried Gladwell "It will spoil the rep* 
tile for a specimenf 

The snake seemed in great pain over the wounds it had received. 

It did not venture another such attack upon the tiger. 

To the contrary, It adopted new and curious tactics. 

Coiling itself upon iho opposite side of the dead deer, the snake 
threw a single fold about a banyan tree. 

Then it lay low upon the ground just as Iho Uger had. 

But the huge head began to glide slowly but steadily toward the 
carcass of the antelope. 

The tiger growled savapely and its eyes named luridly. 

41 Now we shall see fuel" cried Frank Reade, Jr, 

And be was right. 

The tiger saw that the snake's game was to assume the defensive 
and try to swallow the prey right before his eyes. 
It wus now the tiger's turn to assume the offensive* 
This changed the aspect of affairs quite materially. 
" I'll bet on the snake now!" cried Gladwell, excitedly. 
The s.mke's head slowly worked its way toward the antelope. 
Yet Its eyes seemed fixed npon the tbjer. 

That beast growled savagely and began also to creep toward the 
carcass, 

The snake's jaws seemed about to close upon It. 
Now or neverl rt . . 

Thus the tiger must have thought, for be flung himself forward and 
made a blow at the snake's head with hii paw. 
But he might as well have made a pass at a shadow. 
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The snake dodged quick as a flesh. • 
Then out shot those terribjfl coils. 

TJils time tUe tiger could not dodge. The coila closed about him 

with a crunching sound* 

i:p in 1.(1 Hie air and tivcr and over went tiger and reptile, 

TUe tiger's clows were Hying everywhere and his tioarse growls tilled 

the air. 

But the python's folds were about bin, and crushing vitals, bone 
and sinew and (lush ell to a pulp. 
Around the glade like a huge ball furioasly went the combatants. 
Then the din ceased. 

Suddenly the python eeaspd its revolutions. There was a crushed 
yellow body la Its giant folds. 

There was one less tiger in the wilds of Nepal. 

The python dropped its victim and now started with a gliding mo* 
Uon for its prize. 

Our adventurers each drew a deep breath, 

It had certainly been a wonderful spectacle. 

It was safe to say that few human beings had ever witnessed its 
like. 

M Begorra, I uiver seen the lolkes av that!" cried Barney, 11 Share 
both av thim was dead game to the taau " 

11 Golly, but 1 done fink 1 wouldn't like to hah been in dat tigah's 
place I 1 ' cried Pomp, with a deep breath. 

11 No/ 1 said Frank ; " Hie python jb a hard reptile to handle," 

11 What a beauty ho isl" cried Glad well. 11 Oh, if I only had him 
for a specimen In my show, rt 

Barney hud raised his rifle, 

" Skure rii quick spile the ugly tnug av him!" he cried, 
Bui. ] rank interfered, 

" Held on!" he cried. Did yoa say, Glad well, that yon wanted 
that python T" 
it Yes," * 
41 You shall have him/' 
u But— how can we trap himf* 
M Keep quiet and I will tell you," 
"Til do tuat n 

"After he litis gorged himself npon the antelope he will go into a 
kind of stupor. You can then hire a dozen natives for a song to net 
him, hi the net he can bo dragged into a ca^t and taken to Calcut- 
ta and shipped home for ^ou by the natives, 1 * ' 

" Goodl" cried Glad well, excitedly, lt It will be worth a fortune to 
me." 

The python did just what Frank said it would. 

The reptile began the process of swallowing the antelope, 

This was the most astound lug spectacle yet. 

To see that mass of flesh disappearing slowly down the snake's 
throat was a sight of no ordinary sort. 

It required fully two We hours for the python to swallow the ante- 
lope sumeiently to go into a torpor. 

Then Barney was sent to the nearest bungalow, 

A half score of natives were easily hired for the purpose of netting 
the huge monster, 

They returned to the spot with Barney, and after an interview with 
Frank Reade, Jr. t proceeded to bag the python. 



CHAPTER V. 

IN THE POWER OF A THTJG, 

Tuts was also a wonder fal spectacle, A huge and powerful net, 
wltt) many folds, was procured. 

This was thrown over the snake's head, and then spears were jabbed 
into the reptile's body. 

In a few moments the reptile, writhing in pain, wound itself so com- 
pletely in the net that it was powerless, 

Tlmn a native ox can was procured, and the snake, with its tons of 
weigh t t was dragged aboard. 

It would require two weeks to get the reptile to Iludi Jan. 

But there Glad well had appointed shipping agents, who would see 
that the snake was safely caged aud cared for and shipped by steumer 
for San Francisco, 

The natives departed with the python after being assured that they 
would be well paid when they reached iludi Jan, 

Glad well was delighted. 

He had procured a specimen for his show, which for size had never 
been equaled In America. 

" 1 will astonish everybody i" ho cried, " Glad well's Circus will take 
the lead." 

The Van now pushed on deeper Into the wilds. 
The region grew wilder and less thickly inhabited. 
Thtifi far Frank had seen nothing of the Thugs, against whom he had 
been warned. 

One iiny they met a native hunter, who told them that they were 
Only lirty miles from the Bang Clku jungle. 

He directed them to go to the northward, when they would come 
to the open plain, and all would he clear trawling. 

Frank followed these directions and found them to be true. 

The jungle was reached in quick time. 

The wonderful and dangerous Bang Chu jungle lay before them. 
None of the natives dared to invade Its depths, which were said to 
literally swarm with wild beasts. 

In the verge of the Jangle they came upon a village of Llamados, a 
Hindoo sect. 

The head man or prince of the place consulted with Frank. 




The young explorer was not favorably Impressed with his appear* 
nnce. 

When he had gone, ho said jocularly to Giadwell ; 

" There, Glad well, if you had that fellow in your show, you would 
have the greatest curiosity of all ! M 

*' Catch him and muzzle hi in!" cried the circus man. 

But Sado-Dak, which was the ruler's name, gave Frank" some valua- 
ble In form attorn 

His description of the jungle and Its terrors was of the lurid, blood- 
curdling kind. 

" Sijhibwill Ihid many dangers there!" lie declared. " There is <he 
white panther, the giant bear, and the mighty dragon. In the cen- 
ter of Bang Chu there is a vast Jake, in which is a mighty serpfint 
capable of opening Its huge mouth and swallowing up a boat with Leu 
men in it.*' 

Many more Munchausen tales were rendered Frank. 
The young mvemur Imienud with gmu htjou^h^. 
But when Sado-Dak was gone, he said: 

*■ That is J he Ingest rogue and most atrocious liar I have met since 
I have been hi India! 13 

The Ham ad os were all of a low caste, and beyond all doubt cat* 
throats and ruffians. 

Frank remembered the warning he had received in Calcutta, 

That these villagers were of the Thug denomination he had i;o doubt. 

lie warned Barney and Pomp, and preparations were mads to re- 
sist any attack made upon the Van, 

They were obliged to linger fur two days at the village of the, 
Ham ad os on account of a dearth or provisions. 

There was, of course, no path into the jungle of Bang Chu. 

But frank felt sure that they could mow a way through the denes 
grasses with the scythe blades upon the hubs and in front of the Vaa* 

Barney and I'oinp were wise enough to heed Frank's warnings. 

But Giadwell was not inclined to be so distrustful. 

The circus propria ur n yarded the flam ados us innocent and ignor- 
ant natives, 

il They can possibly mean no harm," he declared. 11 1 am not afraid 
of them," 

11 You have heard of the deadly disciples of Thuggee?" asked Frank* z 
11 Pooh I You mean those wretches who come up behind you uad 
gar rote yoa?" 
«■ Yes," 

11 I am not afraid of them, I can keep an eye out, and it will b» a 
smart man who gar roles me, 11 

It was of no use to argue with Glad well, 
* The circus magnate only laughed and pooh-poohed the subject de- 
risively. 

Bo It happened that when Frank and Barney and Pomp were not 
looking, he slipped out of the Van and paid a visit to the town. 

He was received with the greatest of courtesy. 

The Ham ado merchants threw open the Haps of their tents, and in- 
vited him En to partake of hasheesh or smoke a weed allied to tobacco, 
or drink wine. 

Giadwell went upon a kind of spree, as it were. 

He joked with the Hindoos, flirted with their women, and incau- 
tiously showed that he had money with him, 

He had spent some hours in the town, and was having a high old 
time when a native approached him. 

Ho had a smattering of English, and, bowing low, said ! 

" SahiH, I greet you. Great prince of a mighty nation, I pay you 
homage," 

"Go easy, friend V cried Giadwell, with a laugh, " I ain't used 10 
taffy. What do yon want! A ticket to my show!" 

41 Sahib is looking for wonderful animals" to cage and curious things?" 

" I ami" cried Glad well* "Have you got a six-legged rhinoceros 
to sell?" 

** Ah, come with me, sahib, I will show you the most wonderful 
yet," 

Giadwell was usually a sharp man. 

In his own country the bunco sharp would have had no show what- 
ever with him. 

But here in the heart of Ignorant India he allowed himself to bo vic- 
tim I /Hi I. 

The native, a villainousdooking fellow, who gave the name of 
Mahdan, led the way to a grove of trees near the town 

He pretend ml that In tills belt of trees there was kept a wonderful 
animal the like of which ex is led nowhere else. 

Soon they had readied the forest and entered a narrow path. 

This was' thickly besot with overhanging vinos, which jo places 
nearly shut out the light of day. 

Mahdan led the way into this path, 

Giadwell had not proceeded ten yards when a fearful sense of ap* 
palling danger came over him. 
He suddenly remembered with a chill Frank Reade, Jr/s warning. 
The instinct was upon him to turn back. 

They were just passing under an overhanging limb of a tree, when 
Mahdan suddenly paused, 

11 Ah, sahib, look!" he cried. " Behold the wonder of Bang Chut" J 

In that instant Giadwell heard a noise behind him. 

Before he could turn something dashed hissing past his heed, and 
a sinewy coil was about his neck. 

4t The Thug !*' Hashed across his horrified vision, then there was a 
wrenching, awful pain; unconsciousness followed. 

Glad well's form lay la tkie path, and two villainous Hindoos were 
over him. 
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They quickly rilled Lis person. 

" Ah, Muhdnn, you found an easy victim! 1 ' 

11 Ay, hut fuel of Ms Lean!" 

11 Is no dead?" 

" AllaL ho praised! Now, away!" 

And ihey vanished like shadows, laking with them the deadly cord 
which had do no such fatal work, 

Frank Reade, Jr., was much distressed when be learned that Glad* 
Well 1 1 ad left the Van, 

1 It is a piece of folly." lie declared. 11 J gave him credit for more 
Be!" 

Burucy and Pomp shared the fears of their employer* 
" I done link some ob dem villains will pick him tip!" declared 
~0inp. ** What am it beat fo p to do, Mnrse Frank/' 
1 I declare I don't know!" groaned (he voting inventor. 
Frank waited In vain for Glad well to return to the Van, 
Hours puHMnl and liu didn't come* 
The young inventor decided to take 3m vole measures. 
He sent a native runner Into the town to look for Gladwell. 
The fellow returned with the report that, he was not there* 
Gladwell had heeu seen to leave the town, going toward the jangle 
with two of ill e natives* 
Be had run. been swim since* 

"It Is as 1 thought!" groaned Frank, with horror* " He la doubt- 
less a dead man long ere this*" 
But Frank decided to make a desperate move. 
He did not venture to leave the Van, 
Closing the doora, he started the Van through the town, 
Barney and Pomp stood ready at the loopholes with rilled. 
There was much excitement in the town. 

The report had spread that the white sahib Ik ad been enticed into 
the jungle and hail not returned. 

Prince Sad o- Dak was u villain of the deepest dye* 

From the ilrat be had kept vengeful and covetous eyes upon the 
Electric Van. 

It had occurred to the native prince that the Van would make him 
in excellent coach of state. 

As for scruples m the matter of gaining possession of the Van Sado- 
D.ik had tame* 

Ho wmi id will tout compunction butcher the whole gang to gain his 
desired ends. 

With th 1a thought he had secretly called together a few hundred of 
Ms w arriors and instructed them. 
The report of Glad well's fate was the spark which kindled the 
ne. 

As the Van went thundering down through the street of the town 
ddeuly a perfect legion of Hindoos sprang Into view and opened 

ire* 

Frank saw the situation and its perils at a glance* 
Quick action was necessary, or the bends would surely succeed in 
getting away with their prey* 
Prank was at the wheel* and he said to Barney and Pomp: 
1 Steady now! Give litem the Winchesters as fast as you can load 
mill lire I" 

The two faithful servitors needed no second bidding. 
They sprang to Lite loopholes. 

In that moment a thrilling battle was begun, which was to prove a 
memorable occasion fur all. 



CHAPTER VI, 
u eplm.be op the n am ados* 
The Hindoos fired a volley at the Van* ft had been their belief that 
ttie bullets would penetrate the steel network, 

i- They expected at, once to see the inmates of the wagon riddled 
with bullets* 

But the Leaden missiles only feH harmlessly against the steel net- 
ting. 

Barney and Pomp now opened fire. 
Both were excellent shots. 

The Hindoos fell beneath their aim, and as the Winchesters conld be 
d with amazing rapidity, the volleys hail a most telling eiTect. 
Frank sent the Van crashing Into their ranks* 
ft was utierly impossible for the wretches to stand before such an 
mack. 

The heavy wheels of the Van crushed them* and the knives upon the 
Ittbg made fearful work, 

Down through the gang like a thunderbolt went the Van. 

U was utterly Impossible for the Hindoos to stand before iL 

Clearing ihe villainous crew, Frank turned the Van about and 
pade another charge at the foe* 

This lime the Hindoos seemed determined to stop him. 

The young inventor smiled* 

Tlu opened the key wide and sent the Van ahead at railroad speed* 
Like a meteor It went down into the midst of the dusky horde 
fpth 

Barney and Pomp kept the Winchesters popping, 

in vain the Hindoos tried to stnv the progress of the Electric Van* 

They mi^ht as well have tried to stop lightning in its course. 

Scares of tliem went down under the destructive wheels, 
I "Give it to them l' 1 cried Frank to Barney and Pom]). 

Once again the Van reached the end of the street, and turned to 
$BCe more charge through the village. 

But the Hindoos had enough. 



Sado-Dak was a wily and treacherous prince, but he was not reck- 1 
less or utterly devoid of sense. 

He saw that this dreadful invention of the white man could cut him 
all to pieces. 

In fact. It was in Frank Reade. JrJ*a power to destroy the town. 
So Sado-Dak threw out a white Hag and called his men back. 
Frank K^uh-, Jr.. accepted Lhi: truce, 

11 1 ought to destroy this neat of Iniquity/* he declared. ' It would 
be a mercy to do so* I thought they would come to terms P 

Quo of the Hindoos now came up the street with the truce flag. 

In a few moments Sado-Dak came up with Ids retinue, 

Frank Reade, ,Tr., did not come out of the cage to talk with them. 

He knew enough of the Hindoo nature to know belter than to trust 
them too far. 

Treachery was au inherent trait of l heir natures. 

The prince made a fawning bow, and aaid : 

41 Great prince of an unknown nation, I come to oiler peace* Wilt 
yon not come to my palace aud partake of hasheesh?" 
Tills* of course, was conveyed to Frank through an interpreter. 
Frank laughed contemptuously. 

" i decline your o lie if* he replied, u I do not trust yon, treacher- 
ous prince, and there shall he war between us until you restore to mo 
my friend, whom your Thugs decoyed away and whom I fear they have 
slum! 1 ' 

Sado-Dak made reply : 

" I know not the fate of your friend, sahib. I am not a Thug and 
cannot bo responsible for their deeds!" 
Frank replied In a vclce of thunder; 

"Unless you restore my friend to me I will proceed to barn your 
town, and will hunt every o-.ie of yon to the death 
Sado-Puk's face showed terror, 
H<> lurned and gave hurried orders to hie servants, 
Then lie made reply: 

" Be of good heurt , white prince. Your friend shall be found 
whether dead or a live I*' 

' He iiiii.^i be produced alive! 1 ' said Frank, with eiuplia.Hi*. 

This had the desired elb'C 4 .. 

Bodied of soldiery were sent Into the jungle. 

Indeed it was not more than an hour later that the sol in ere were 
seen reluming. 

Between them they bore the body or a man. 

A cold sweat broke out upon Frank Reade, Jr* 

*' My God I* 1 he gasped. "He is dead. They have murdered him!'' 

This see met: the truth. 

The body of Gladwell was brought up to the Van, Frank Reade, 
Jr., sprang out and bent down over his friend* 
Ha saw the Lell-tato mark upon the circus owner's neck* 
"The work of Thugs!" he groaned* 

There was not the slightest hope in Frank's bosom that Gladwell 
was alive* 

Vet he knew that It sometimes happened that tbo garroter failed to 
disconnect the spinal column. 

In such a case the victim was known to have come to life after boars 
of utter unconsciousness* 

Mechanically FranK lifted Glad well's, head and turned It 

The neck seemed to net freely and naturally* There was no indica* 
tlon but that the spinal cord was complete. 

A thrill pervaded Frank's heart* 

u He may not lie doadT 

He listened to his heart and felt the pulse. 

He fancied he could detect a faint beating* This was enough to re* 
vive his most sanguine hopes. 

" Barney," lie said, M bring me an electrode and a coil of wire 
with a d'tae. Connect the wire with the dynamo!" 

"All rolght, serf 1 

The order was quickly obeyed, 

Frank arranged the electrical appliance by a method of his own* 
The diac, heavily charged, was placed at the spine of the uncon- 
scious man* 

Then slowly hut firmly tho current was turned on* 
At flrst no effect was noticed. 

Thon there was a contracting of the muscles and a quivering of tho 
eyelids. 

Frank Reade* Jr*, watched these Signs of returning life carefully. 
Not until he saw certain muscles in the face relax and the hue of 
life creeping into the white cheeks did he give vent to his feelings* 
Then he cried : 

11 He livesl Thank Heaven he is not past helpT 
The HinduO spectators bad watched the opera tioa with superstitions 
wonder. 

To them a man once strangled with the cord is considered past re* 
demption. 

To see Frank Reade, Jr. t now bring this man to life was to them 

an astounding surprise. 
They regarded the young inventor ns a man of more than ordinary 

gifts, and possessed of n wonderful fetish. 
Gladwell opened his eyes now and murmured r 
"Where am 1? (hr\ help me! What an awful dream V 
"You are with friends," cried Frank. "Brace right up, old man* 

For once yon are in luck. Your life is saved." 

14 Ah* I remember/' muttered the circus proprietor, " The Thugs t 

I was garroied. But how did you save me?" 

■* Simply because the rascals failed In their work/' replied Frank* 
Gl Eid we 11 was soon sulHcieutly recovered to get upon his feet* 
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He was weak, us might naturally be supposed, but a more thank- 
ful uerBon waB never seen. 

The esperwitw had effectually cured him of anything like reckless- 
ness. He was prepared to use good sense iti the future. 

S I have been a foolP be declared '■ In the future, Frank, I will 

■ T am slad hear you say that/' said Frank. « 1 will not advise 
you for your injury, depend upon it," 
■* I know that well/' 
This ended the episode* 

Glad well was saved and all on board the Van were overjoyed. 
Srulo-Oak hud been g':veu a rich lesson and stood in fear or the 
Electric Van. ^ . 

But this very fear made him crafty and treacherous. 
He was deter turned to gel square with Frank IleaUe, Jr., In some 

W Oa the other hand, the young inventor was determined to get out 
of Sad o- Dak's way as Q'llckly as possible. 

Accordingly, wit-hoot so much as wishing the treacherous pnace 
*0C4-day, he marled tins Van to tli« norl hw^rd. 

Along the verge ol the great jungle for twenty miles the Van 

'"Then Frank selected a good spot and drove the Van Into the jungle 

at TUo master carrringe went crashing through the dense grasses, 
and suddenly came into an open space In the very heart of the wilds. 

K was ft picturesque spot, and Prank, impelled by Home motive, 
Dressed the lever and brought ttie Van to a stop. 

He had no sooner done this than a great cry went up from Barney. 

- BsEOrru Ylisther Flank, wud yez luk at the loisea of that! 

AL Unit liirfcnut a wild scream came from the depths ol the jungle, 
and out into the open dashed a Hindoo hunter. 

Ho was out of breath and paining with terror. 

Behind him, with long strides, came a powerful tiger of the man- 
eating .spec tea. T ^ t , 

■« Help, sahib, help!" shrieked Hie unfortunate Hindoo. 
Gi«e him a shot!" cried Frank b>adf\ Jr. 

But before any could get their riiles or make use of them the tiger 
Was op on lite Hindoo. 

The tierce beast crushed the iuckleaa fellow to the ground, 

lie fattened his powerful jaws in the Hindoo's shoulder. 

Barney had got his rille just in readiness to lire when out Into the 

^SM^SSi toe*. Jr. « Tou'U Mi lh. man." 

« Bejabers, Til kill the other beast V cried Harney, 

So the Celt drew aim at the other ilger and blazed away. 

The bullet went to a vital spot. 

The ha"o beast rolled over In the death agony. 

But no sooner had tit Is been accomplished, when, with deep, cavern- 
ous roars, two more tigers sprung out of the jungle. 

They were powerful specimens, and descended into the open with 
□lost savage mien. 

The place seemed a regular timers den. 

" Be^orra phwat have we struck now!" cried Barney, excitedly. 
Bis voice seemed to madden the man-eaters. With hoarse roars, 
they sprang for the cage and the next moment came against Its sides. 

CHAPTER VII. 

ELECTRIFYING THE TJGKRfl. 

Teje force with which the tigers assailed the cage was tremendous. 

But the fine eteel netting was by far too strong. 

It successfully resisted their weight and the pressure. 

In vain the tigers tried to force their way through the netting. 

They clawed and tore at the netting llersely. . _ 

Up onto the top of the cage they climbed and tried their best to get 
at the Inmates of the cage. 

Or course they were in perfect security and did not need to Tear 
the ravenous beasts. 

But yet it was impossible to get a shot at them, as they were not 
Within range of any loop-hole. 

But frame Reade, Jr., quickly conceived an ulea. 

Two live wires handled with insulated gloves were brought from the 

Uy Bantey took one and Frank the other, while Pomp turned on the 
full force of the carrent. 

Then Frank thrust one ol the wires up through the netting until It 
touched a paw of one of the tigers. 

Barney did the same with the other paw. 

This made a circuit. 

They were the hinder paws of the beosi. Frank cried to romp; 
** Turn on the current. Give li the full force." 
Pomp did as requested. 
The circuit was inaLantly made. 
The elVuct was thrilling. 

In an instant a terrible throe went through the body of the tiger 
and it sank down dead. 
Death had come Instantly. ^ i , 

The mate of Lhd tiger seemed amazed at the fate of hia companion. 
But even while he was apparently marveling thereat, he stiflered a 

nk Meanwhil^, Gladwell had got a shot at the tiger that had the Hin- 
doo hunter hi its clutches. , n . ti . 

The shot wounded but did not kill the beaat, and It went limping 
off into the jungle in fear. 
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Gladwell and Barney left the Van and went 

Hindoo. 
But the fellow was dead. 

«■ Well 11 said tU circus manager, as he returned, if lids in a 
sample of r/ * kind of animals we are to meet in the Jungle, we shall 
have our hands full." 

Tnwt ho fuzed regretfully at the dead tigers. 

" What a Hue showing I hey would have made In my menagerie! Us 
declared, "It was a pity to kill themT 

E v try bod y laugh ad at. th is. 

Once more Urn Van started to enter deeper into the jungle, 
Progress was slow but sure. 

AL loumh nightfall came and found the \ an d«op m the heart of the 
Bang Chu juti^]'-. 
li was a thrilling position. 

Wild animals of nil .species were numerous in thai place. 

With the setting in or darkness the distant howl of the hyena wub 

lie £oon the shadows were lliled with the forms of these ferocious 

animals. 

Of course our friends were ah safe in the Tail. 
Yet it was not exactly pleusaut to sit so near to such a frightful ar- 
ray of foes. 

Only the l bin network separated our explorers from death. 

Timers and Jeopards and wild cats came down upon the Lop of the 
cage'nnd made violent efforts to get luto the cage and make a meal 
upon its occupants. 

Bui this they were fortunately unable to do. 
In ail my life 1 never saw ao many wild beasts!" declared Frank 
Heade, Jr. " Really, ll Is appalling. 1 don't wonder that the Ilia* 
doo natives never dare to Invade these jungles. 1 * 

*i Begorra, it's the worst 1 Iver Bawl" cried Barney; '* this beats our 
lltrip to Central Africa. M 

11 Golly I His chite am not parahal to lions an etch like! said Pomp, 
» De Bible sea dat de lamh shall lay down wif de hott, but I done link 
do no' binb wouldn't stEin 1 much show yer 'longside o" dese yer llonst 

» I reckon they wouldn't, PonipP declared Gladwell. " But Ive 
got an idea!" 

<< What am it. sahf 1 

** Suppose yon get your banjo and play a tune. Let ua see wiiar 
effect it will have upon the buasta." 

Barney and l J omp went nftvr Lheir Instruments with alacrity. 

Barney came out with his lid die and Pomp with ids banjo, 

They struck up lively tunes and played for some moments. 

The ellect was magical. fc 

Singularly enough, the hyenas ceased howling, and the tigers ceased 
their loud roaring. , . . 

The beasts seei.ed to be spell -bound by the music. 

They appeared to listen intently. But the moment the music 
stopped they began to howl again. . 

'* Who can say that music hnth not charms to soothe the breast ol 
savage beast P quoth Gladwell. " I think you two chaps could 
charm some of those animals bo that I could get them into my 
menagerie/ 1 

Everybody laughed at this. 

Bat suddenly a peculiar thing happened. 

The hyenas seemed to divide and slink away. 

Some powerful iofluence seemed lo have assailed the beasts. 

Frank was the first to perceive the meaning of this. 

Re saw a white form suddenly emerge from the depths of the jun- 

S There was something so majestic and so dignified about the appear* 
ance of this white figure that be could not help but note It* 

Jl Lookr he cried. " As I live, It is the white tigerl 

Instantly the occupants of the cage seemed to partake of the 
sueciea of awe its had pervaded the beasis. 

All gazed In silence for a moment at that grand white figure* 

Then Gladwell broke the silence. 

" By the great horn-spoon! " he cried. (< l muBt have that for 

m K^ank^tteade, Jr., sprang to the search-light and turned it full upon 

the object of their interest. 
The effect was snblime. ■ 1 

There, fully revealed, was the white tiger, and a beautiful specimen , 

he was. 

He stood gazing at the Van, lashing hia long tail slowly. 

The glare of the electric light did not seem to disconcert him in tlio 

MoTtitflcentr cried Gladwell. 11 1 must have him for my showP 
*■ What, shall we dot 1 asked Frank, picking up his rifle. 41 Wo can 
get him dead hut i fear not allve!' r 

» Wait I Doa*t shoot him. There may be a way yet to get html 
11 I guess not." , . 

At Uiia moment the white tiger gave utterance to a tremendoai 

r °lt'waa ao powerful and sonorous as to seern to make the ground 

^^teiTdown across the intervening space came the beautiful motl- 1 

s tor. 

Straight for the Van he came. ^ J 

As hia white body was hurled asalnat the steel netting Frank trie* 1 
a shot at him through one of the loop-holes. 
But Uie tiger was clinging to the netting and this was tmpoasiue. ; 
Frank thought of the electric wires and called to Barney. 
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The Celt came, but just too late. 

the (Igor wont up over the top of the Van and then away into tbe 
jnns 1« at fall speed. 

He was gone from sight almost instantly. 

That was the last seen of the while tiger that night. 

The how I lugs or the beasts was not conducive to good sleep, and 
jet our explorers were so extremely tired that they were glad to suc- 
cumb lo til umber, 

When morning came the hyenas disappeared. 

Bui three huge tigers 1 were crouched upon the top of the cage. 

Pomp and Bai uwy wanted to give them au electric shock. 

But Frank said; 

" We will give them a ride/' 

Away went the Van, crashing through the jungle, 

1 1 was a novel experience to the tigers, and evidently not a pleasant 
erne, for they leaped down from their perch and vanished into the jun- 
gle. 

At every turn wild beasts were encountered. 

There was no doubt but that our nd venturers were now right in the 
heart of the jungle, 

Frank Inul begun to look for the large lake which had been de- 
scribed to him hy the natives* 

Be had seen nothing as yet of the fearful hydra-headed dragon said 
to exisi. in these parts. 

But he had no doubt as to the existence of huge snakes, 

Indeed, as the Van was going through a dense part of the jungle, 
One at thu mighty monsters threw its huge folds completely about the 
Van. 

The python tried to crush the steel structure, 
Bui. its utmost pressure did not even make the frame-work creep, 
This python seemed even larger than the one which had been capL- 
ed and sent home. 

Glad we 11 was consumed with a mighty desire to secure this new 
Specimen. 

Jl 1 Lull you he would be worth live thousand dollars iu America V 
lie declared. 11 We ought to have him." 

But Barney cut the monster iu two through one of Lhe loop-holes. 
Tills spoiled him for a specimen. 

Suddenly the Van came out upon a huge open tableland in the cen- 

r of the mighty jungle. 

This table land was dry and arid, and seemingly devoid of any- 
Ing to support life. 

Yet, as the Van glided out upon the level expanse, a wonderful 
spectacle was presented. 

There, not QVeJhundred ynrds'distant, stood an animal which, for size 
mul peculiar shape, our adventurers hud never before seen the like of, 

It was a near approach to the elephant, though much larger and 
weightier. 

Its body was covered with a hmg growth of thick brown hair. Its 
bead was of treuienduous proportions, and huge tusks were curling 
outward from its jaws for the length of full fifteen feet, 
*' What on earth is thatf 1 gasped the circus man. 
il Begona, yea ought to have that fer yer show!" 
(l Golly I I done 11 uk dat beat Jumbo sky Li^li V 
But Frank Reade, Jr., was the first one to hit upon the character of 
animal with any degree of accuracy. 



CHAPTEIl Via 

THE LAKE BE WENT, 

"What la it, Frank V* asked Glad well, 

' 4 ft is a specimen of the megatherium family!" said Frank, positlve- 
11 Au animal for centuries believed to have been extinct. But 
re is certainly a living specimen." 

The explorers gazed with wonderment most intense upon this speci- 
men of the supposed extinct mammoth, 

; was an auimal of certainly monstrous proportions* Jumbo, the 
nous giant eJpphant, was not to be compared with this monster. 
Tiie megatherium, for such it must be called, seemed to be cropping 
ne stunted grass which grew upon the plain, 
t appeared to latce no notice whatever of the adventurers* 
Indeed, the Van glided quite near to the monster, hardly attracting 
its attention. 

The explorers were given a good opportunity to study this monster 
specimen of an extinct race. 

l Whether the megatherium had a mate or not they had no means of 
knowing. None was seen. 

What would not scientists give to be here at this moment!" cried 
Frank Reade, Jr., with excitement. 

11 You are right," agreed Glad well. " It would be a discovery of 
Value to them. Oh,, how i wo a Id like him for my show! ThereU be a 
Hilllon dollars in tbat fellow.* 
Everybody laughed at this. 

Frank did not venture too near the mammoth, for he did not know 
bat sort of freak the animal would take, 
i slight blow of its trunk must have been enough to have demot- 
ed the Electric Van, 
The creature kept ou for some time feeding. 
Then suddenly it started away with long strides into the jungle. 
Its course made a literal roadway through the dense growth. 
Frank turned the Van across the plain, and suddenly a cry escaped 
Barney's lips. 
He pointed to the southward. 
" t Do yez see it, Mist her Frank?" he cried. 



" What?" 

11 Shure it's wntherl" 

Frank saw at a glance that Barney was right. 
A long liue of silver was visible in the south. It was beyond doubt 
a body of water. 

That it was the lake mentioned by the natives there was little doubt 
Frank headed the Electric Van towards it. 

*• Now for the serpent of the lake, as described by the Hindoos at 
Calcutta! 1 * be cried. 4< f believe it a myth!" 

" So do IV* cried Glad well, Tabbing his hands; 14 but if it is a real- 
ity, I hope we can rig up some scheme to capture him and run him 
Into my nhow." 

The Van every moment drew nearer to the body of water. 

It was easy to see that it was a large lake. 

Also it was dotted with islands. 

Tropical foliage lined its shores, except where tbey broached upon 
the plain. 

There they were sandy and shelving and a broud beach extended 
from the water's *dge. 

The Vat i wns brought to a halt bete. No wild animals were in 
sight and it was deemed safe Co alight. 

The water looked tempting, and Barney and Pomp proposed a 
swim intit. 

It was quite a relaxation, after having been confined in the Van for 
so Long. 

There was no fear of the dreaded eerpeut described by the Hindoos, 
for our adventurers believed it a myth. 

Barney and Pomp threw oil their clothes and leaped into the warm 
waters. 

Both were expert swimmers, and this was a rare treat for them. 

They dived to the sandy bottom of the lake, and brought up beauti- 
ful shells and pebbles. 

Barney, in diving, saw a brilliant. Dashing light in the sand, and 
picked up the pebble which caused it. 

When he cams to the surface he held it up triumphantly. 

11 liegorra, it's the purliest wan yet!" he cried, " Shure, there's all 
colors av tbe rainbow in it!" 

Frank Reade, Jr., chanced to catch sight of it, and cried: 

u Hold on, Barney! Let me look at the stone!" 

" All roight, sori' 1 

The young inventor took tbe pebble in his band. 
One glance was enough. 

'♦Upon my word, Barney I" he exclaimed, excitedly, " you have 
found a treasure! This is a genuine diamond!" 
'** Whan'out" cried the astonished Celt. 11 Yez don't; mean it. sorf" 
" Yes, I do." 
" A diamond, sor?" 
11 Surer 

^Begorra, wud yez luk at the luck av me! Shure, an" is it worth 
much?" 

*' Four or five thousand, I should think." 

Barney's delight was beyond expression. He could hardly control 
himself. 

Glad we 11 was the most excited of any, 

* 4 Surely, we are in good diamond diggings!' 1 ne cried. 11 Oh, how 
I wish f could swim!" 

The circus manager went to digging in the sands, in the hope of 
finding a vast treasure, 

But though Pomp a ad Barney dived repeatedly and explored the 
bed of the lake well, they found no more. 

This beautiful specimen seemed a fugitive in the locality. 

There was nothing in the appearance of the soil or the locality to 
suggest the possibility of its being a diamond region. 

It was a beaatiful spot here by the lake r and Frank pictured it as 
just such a spot as Adam a ad Fve might have sought iu the palmy 
days of tiden. 

Tbe day was spent upon the shores of the lake, and everybody 
thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Barney and Pomp were exceedingly happy, and had a jolly time in 
the water. 

Occasionally the cries of wild beasts could be heard in the distant 
jungle. 

Once a tiger was seen to descend upon a helpless antelope and bear 
it away in triumph. 

But none of the beasts ventured into tbe open In broad daylight* 

But the day did not pass without a thrilling incident. 

So secure did our adventurers feel In this spot that they did not take 
the usual precautions against attack. 

Glad well was some distance away in a sand-bank looking for dia- 
monds. 

Frank Reade, Jr., was the only one aboard the Van. 
Barney and Pomp had dressed and were having a friendly wrestle 
in the sand, when suddenly there was a commotion in the waters of 

the lake, 

A strange-looking object arose from the water. 
It looked at first like lhe head of a huge monster of the turtle 
species, 

Frank was the first to see it, and he was petrified with astonishment 
at the spectacle which ensued. 

The waters of the hike seemed to boil, as if some huge body was 
disporting itself there. 

Then up Into the air to Lhe height of fully a dozen feel reared the 
head and coils of a monster snake. 

It was truly a frightful sight. 
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The soake'a body wna dark with a, reddish tinge upon the belly. Its 
head was a frightful eight for mnga. 

Barney and Frank tumbled over each other in their excitement and 
horror. 

" Golly to' glory!" screamed Pomp. 11 We'se gwine To' to be swal- 
lowed up alibe jes' as suah as you*se tio*u 1" 

11 Bejuuere, not if i Know itl" roared Carney, making a break for 
the Van. 

Gladwell, terrilied at the appalling spectacle, had also made a dash 
for safely, 

Frank threw open the doors of the Van and called to his com- 
panion e. 

There was little need of this, for they were coming with nil speed. 

A moment more and Barney and Pomp came dashing into the 
wagon. 

Glad nr el I followed them, 

Barney sprang to the motor and FranK was at the wheel. 
The gawi of all wai upon the m ouster of the Jake. 
It was an appalling sight. 

Those who beheld iL never forgot it lo their dying day, 
The huge serpent seemed to Jill the body of the lake, so huge were 
Its proportions. 

Indeed, it would have easily passed for Lhe fabled sea serpent, fam- 
ous in Use lorn of sea captains. 

its length Frank could not accurately estimate, but bo 'guessed 
it to he fully seventy feet. 

The reptile appeared to bo a monster specimen of a species of water 
aoaku not uncommon in some parts of India, and which are said to 
reach the length eaMly of thirty and forty feeu 

Water python a they were called by the natives, and, indeed, it 
would seem that they well merited the name. 

The explorers watched the move meats of the reptile with a peculiar 
dull horror and fascination. 

The water python did not soern to see them. 

At least it made no movement toward them, but continued to dis- 
port itself in the lake. 

Finnily it took a long dive and came up fully a mile awuy and was 
seen to pull Its monster body out of the water and crawl into the 
j tingle. 

All drew a breath of relief. 

" Well/ 1 averred Frank Reade, Jr, f " that beats all the snakes I 
ever saw." 

" The natives were right," declared Gladwell; " the monster serpent 
-is no myth. Oh, if I only hail him for my show!" 
" It Is lucky that the monster djd not uttack us." 
"You are light!" 

"It would hnve crushed the Vaw with its ponderous weight/ 
11 Begnrrn, I'd a good moind to take a shot at it," cried Barney, 
M Huh! I done fink no bullet would kill dat snakel" declared 
Pomp. 

** Phwat do yez know about it, naygurf demanded Barney. 

*' Pomp is right P averred Frank Reado, Jr. ** No ordinary bullet 
would have killed that snake- It la lucky that yon did not lire, Barney, 
or the reptile might have turned on us, and much to our sorrow!" 

i% That's rightl" cned Ulndwell. " I don't believe we will be able 
to capture that monster for mv show, Mr. Headed 

11 No, I think notr aaid Frank, dryly- 14 We will draw the lion at 
snakes seventy feet longl" 

What new wonders the Bang Chu jungle held our explorers could 
only imagine. 

But now Hi at the monster snake had disappeared the courage or ail 
return od. 

As it was getting near dusk it was decided to remain upon the spot 
for the night. 

There waa no longer any fear of the monster serpent. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
TTTB HONSTUR TURTLE. 

The reptile might not return, and even If it did, there waa no actual 
harm that it was likely to do so long as our adventurers took care not 
to trouble his ana keahip. 

It was a more desirable place to camp than in the forest, 

So Frank decided to spend the night upon the spot, 

Camp-Ures were made in the sand, and tilings made ship-shape. 

But Barney and Pomp were p<>;ws>wd of a powerful desire to take 
one more dip In the limpid waters of the lake. 

Of course there was the risk of the return of the serpent. 

But tbey ilnally overmastered their fears and repaired to the lake 
shore. 

Out In the lake they now espied what looked like a black, round, 
crowned rock above the water's surface. 

It seemed a bit curious to tiiem that they had not espied this be- 
fore. 

But they attached no significance to the fact. 
" Well, 1 ' cried Pomp, with a comical grimace, I done like to make 
one lily hit Ob a wager wif yo\ aah." 
» Yez wonld, ehf ' 
" Fo' suah," 

" Well, phwat is it, naygur?" 

" I like to bet wif yo 1 dat I swim out to dat rock fust." 
\ " Yez mane to say that yez kin beat me to that rock?" 
" Yo* am got it/ 1 

\" Well, bejabers, 111 take yi>z up on thatl 1 ' cried Barney. 



Into the water they leaped. 
Away tbey swam like veritable ducks. 
Nearer the supposed rock they drew every moment. 
But Pomp was the better swimmer. 
He was fur ahead of Barney. 

He bade fair to reach tljfl rock long before the Celt. 
The latter splashed and splurged in the water in a vain attempt to* 
cat oil up with the darky. 
No use. 

Pomp reached the rock and crawled upon it. 

He waa about to turn and wave his arms derisively to Barney, when 
an astonishing thing occurred. 

The supposed rock Suddenly moved beneath him. 

Up It wunt out of the water higher and presenting a broader sc 
face. 

Then, to the darky's amazement, he saw that he was upon T 
back of a giant turtle, the like of winch he had never before seen. 

The turtle evidently felt his weight upon its back, for It started at 
full speed ncross the hike, 

Pomp was so bewildered that for a moment he could not act, 

Barney saw the situation and started for the shore full tilt. 

The Gelt had no desire to remain longer In waters which held an 
monsters. 

Pomp recovered himself and made action* 
With a yell of terror he made a leap from the turtle's back. 
Down into the water be went, and coming up also struck out 
the shore* 

The terror of Urn darky and the Cult was comical to witness. 

Hut thn turtle was fully els terrMed jib oithrr. 

The reptile struck out at railroad apeed for the middle of the I 
where it wm it below the surface. 

Barney and Pomp emerged from the water and made Tor their do 
lug. 

Tliey donncl it and returned in pnat-hneLc to the Electric Van, 

It was their last swimming excursion in the Jungle of Bung Chu* 

Neither could tie induced to enter the lake again. 

Darkness was now settling (.town thick and fast. 

Barney and Pomp were elected to take turns keeping watch. 

They sut up until a late hour, however, playing the banjo and violin 
and singing jolly songs. 

At length, Jiowovor, all retired to rest but B irney. 

The night was char and moonlit, and the Cell could see object* 
very distinctly across the plain. 

lie remained by the key board and steering wheel ready to start 
tho dynamos at. a moment's notice. 

Tiio night hours wore away slowly, 

Barney was drowsy, but he was too faithful a sentinel to give i 
to sleep. 

He kept a good waieh of the lake and plain, and after a time he- 
came impressed with a quenr fact. 

The surface of the lake seemed suddenly to become alive with w 
gling creatures* 

To all nppearaaee they were snakes or various lengths not exceed* 
ing six or seven feeL 

They appeared to perambulate about upon the lake's surface, 

*' Begorra, that's queer enough, 1 ' muttered Barney. "Am I dran> 
in" or Is it an opiicul illushioul" 

But Barney soon became convinced that it waa neither. 

lie turned the electric search -light about in such a position that 
rays fell upon the water, 

The wriggling Terms were squirming thickest in the glare of 
light. 

Tumi a comprehension of the truth burst upon Barney. 

" Bejabers, I have it!" lie cried ; " the place is alolve with eels!*' 

The Celt bad hit upon the truth, 

Attracted by the electric lights or ibe Van an Immense number i 
eels had rise a from the bed of t he lake. 

Hundreds of them could have been netted with ease upon £ 
shores of the lake. 

Barney scratched his bead, 

11 Share there's no harrnm In eels/* he muttered, *' hut phwativsr 
else is there lives in that lake? Shure, I wondher how we iver comi; 
out av It alive!" 

Of one thing the lake seemed free and this wus crocodile* 

But while Barney's attention bad neon claimed by the lake he had 
failed to keep an eye upon the plain. 

From tli at direction there now came a hoarse, thunderous roar. 

Barney turned and saw what appeared like a mighty black hill mof 
ing down upon the Van. 

In an instant the Celt sprang up, 

" May the Targin save usP he cried; 11 phwatlver is coming no 
It was the huge mammoth the explorers had seen in the afterntr 
The monster was coming straight for the Van with a tread w L 

Shook the earth. 
It was swinging Its huge trunk and bellowing loudly. Barney 

Imbued with an awful terror. 
But yet the Celt bad sumcient presence of mind to press the i 

namo key. 

The Van glided forward and out of the path of the mammoth, 
Barney let the Van run ahead for one hundred yarda and then 8 
ped it, 
The danger was passed. 

The megatherium had not attempted to pursue the Van* 
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facL, i he huge animal's purpose bad been apparently not to nt- 
tue Van tint to reach the water. 

bow waii e Li into the lake and proceeded to cut up carious antics, 
lib Ha huge trunk it took up vast quantities of water aud spout- 
mto the a;r and over itself. 

see rr i vd to be part of a regular course of ablutions pursued by the 
t animal, aud was a sight to behold. , 
he BUrihig up of the Vau and tbe dm made by the monster had 
ed tbe others. 

wmebed tbe performances of the megatherium with keenest In- 

r some while the huge monster continued its play in the water, 
en it marched out and away across the plant. 
t> other incident worthy of noto occurred that night, 
t "-lie next day Glad well came to Frank lie a tie, Jr. 
on't you think it about time to try aud bag a white tiger? 1 ' he 

f e will try It to-day I" replied Frank. 
Alive?" 

01), of course!*' 

la played the circus manager, who entered into the plans with 

t EnLe rest* 

at in order to bag the tiger It was necessary first to 11 ud one. 
jiailiway through the jungle was found and through this tho 
ric Van marie its way. 

adfcHpur they penetrated into the jungle the more evidence our 
oturers found of the existence of wild beasts. 
I every turn the lair of a tiger, u woll or a panther was invaded, 
§ savage animals in the majority of cases made oil' in fear. 
L there were some disposed to dispute tlje situation, 
cli usually I'Hi victim* 1.0 tins bullou-i of the explorers 

capture a white ilger alive, Frank kuew was no light undertak- 

et the young inventor had fully made up h5s mind to that end. 
Ud with Frank Reade, Jr., to undertake an enterprise was seldom 
it. 

a circus manager, Glad well, was In the highest of spirits, 
e closest watch was kept for the coveted prize. 

1 tliey had penetrated nil leu of the jangle before they were Te- 
ed with success. 

ftii, coming oat at the base of a slight eminence, Frank Reade, 
mw a line specimen of the wonderful white tiger leisurely walking 
% tbe clearing- 

t once Frank pressed the lever and brought the Van Lo a stop, 
ad well was fearfully excited aud wanted to start at once in pur- 

t Frank Reade, Jr., restrained him. 
I Hold on where you are!" he said. 11 Don't do anything rash!" 
*But how are you going to capture the beauty?" asked the circus 

ager. 

1 Leave that to mel" 

"it looks as it yoa would just allow him to escape t" 

'If you thud; you can capture the tiger alive, you had better try 

Is silenced 01 ad well. 

eaaw the absurdity of his ideas, and replied: 
All vi -r ti L + Frank. Pardon my iuisLe, I am excited." 
'But u i ia is not a time to get excited," said Frank, "Now is 
it you want a cool und steady nerve. 1 ' 
You are right." 

nk watched the tiger closely, 
e became sat tailed presently that they were not far from the tiger's 

used, at that moment the beast paused before a rocky opening in 
Side of tbe hilt. 

e beast glared at the Vau a moment, and than, lashing its tail, 
red the tilace. 

rank tieade, Jr , started the Van forward quickly. 
"Get ren-dy, :illE" ho cn^iJ, M Now wo have somo lively work to do. 
tan ED bug that tiger alivel" * 
a others needed no second bidding, bat at once responded to tho 



CHAPTER X. 

{TAXTlinlKG A TIGER. 

how are you going to capture that beast alive, Frank?" asked 
-J 

Ask no questioos but follow my directions/* said the young in- 
or, tersely. 

aey and Pomp were directed to alight from the Van and take 
Stations near Hie mouth of tho tiger's den. 
course there was some little risk in this, 
e tiger might come out to the attack- 
that cose Tt would be safer to be in the Van than outside. 
Frank was iocliued to take a few chances, for he knew that this 
seessury before success could be assured, 
t the tiger did not come out to the attack. 
r savage beast wisely and prudently remained in its lair, 
ok now produced from the wagon locker a large and heavy net 
rsest and toughest material, 
he spread over the month of the cave, 
more not was brought forth and placed over this one. 
end of the net was held by Barney and the other by Pomp. 



Then Frank said: 

' Now, when the tiger comes out, be sure and pull hard on the net. 
When once be Is in the meshes, donH be afraid of hi in, but rush up 
and wind him up in it. Do you see V 1 

" All roight, sor!" 

" We'll jea' do datr 

" rshnwl" exclaimed Glad well in disgust. 14 Do you expect to net 
the ligerr 

14 That is just it," replied Frank. 

"You can't do that!" 

"Why! 11 

"lie will tear those nets into strings. n 
"Do you believe that?" 
"Of course I" 

"Well," said Frank, sarcastically, "perhaps you can advocate a 
better wayf 
" I cau!" 
" Wind?" 

"J We can make a trap of the Van, bait it and wait until the tiger is 
inside aud then close the doors. 1 ' 
Frank lieade, Jr., was disgusted. 

"I gave you credit for more sense than that, Glad well V h e s aid , 
" You should have known better." 
Then he proceeded to bring out a quantity of oiled waste and rags. 
Tills lie placed in the mouth of the cavern, 
It was but a moment's work to ignite them, 

In a jiil'y they were ablaze, aud then Frank threw a blanket over 
the tiiomh of the cavern. 
Tliis sen i the smoke and fumes down into the eaveru. 
Some little time passed. 

The pile of oil waste burned and smoked intensely. 
Certainly the tiger was getting a Due taste of it. 
Frank believed Uiat the smoke would be more than Hie beast could 
stand, aud that he would soon seek more congenial quarters. 
In this he wus right. 

After a time there came a loud roar from the cavern. 
" Look out, boys!" cried Frank. " lie is coming." 
This proved true. 

Out into the outer uir sprang the white form of the tiger. 
But right into the net he went and was instantly entangled in its 
meshes. 

With a cheer Barney and Pomp rushed up. 

They ran around the entrapped and struggling tiger, winding the 
meshes closer and closer. 
The huge i'eu?>t snarled and howled and struggled. 
In vain its powerful claws strove to tear away the net. 
It was Tutile. 

The powerful strands held, and the tiger was effectually entrapped. 
Like a fly in the web of a spider, the powerful beast was helpless. 
All tearing about and roaring was of no avail. 

Hurrah!" cried Frank, "we have his tigership," 
Then he turned to Glad well: 

M Now what do you think of my plans for trapping tigers?" 
" 1 htiveu't a word to say," declared the circus proprietor, 11 You 
are too much for me as well as for the tiger." 
" Then you acknowledge that?" 
i! I do t n 

"That settles it," said Frame, with a laugh, "But there is your 
tiger. He may struggle some, hat be can't get away**' 

" Eg ad 1" exc Ui mod the d el Ig li ted G 1 ad well, "1 c aa h ardl y belie v e 
my good Jack. That I should have gained possession of the greatest 
drawing attraction in the world makes me very happy," 

"Yoa are the only showman in the world who cau exhibit a white 
tiger." 

"It is a great curd." 

"It ought to be." 

"But— what will we do with the beast?" asked Glad well, 
■» What we did with the nnake. Cage him and ship him to Amer- 
ica." 

" Air, but iiow will we get him to Calcutta?" 
Easy enough," said Frank. u Fat him aboard the Van and carry 
Mm lo lludl Jan. There charter a freight car and ship him to Calcut- 
ta as he is. Your agents there can cut away the nets, make a suita- 
ble ca^e, ami send him home to your partner by the first steamer." 

Glad well rubbed his hands In glee. 

"The only white tiger!" he muttered. " Ah I that will draw the 
world 1" 

All now laid hands on the tiger, 

He wai a monster, but they tin ally dragged him aboard the Van, 
Then Frank Reade, Jr., declared his intention of returning to Uudl 
Jan. 

" We can do nothing more until tins fellow is shipped!" he declared, 
" We may return to the jungle later!" 
Nobody was averse to this. 

Indeed, Barney and Pomp were more than willing to get out of the 
jungle for a timo. 

_tSo, with the white tiger securely boun J by the meshes of the net, 
the Electric Van started on the back trail. 

It did not require a great length of time to return to the open 
country. 

The Van came nut not far f mm the vllmge orSado-Dak. 
It was jiood clear going now, and Frank sent the Van tearing along 
toward llurii Jan. 
In due course tho Vau reached the small railway station. 
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Tiio natives thero wore astounded at sight of Frank's captive* 
It was the first time that they had ever known of the capture of a 
white tiger. 

Their religion taught them that the white tigers were under the pro- 
tection of Braljma, and they never a fleeted to limit thorn. 

But Frank 11 ea.de, Jr., did not care for this. 
" His faith was never of the superstitious order* Therefore the white 
tiger was not sacred in his eyes. 

But men were found to prepare a box car with iron bars. 

Into this the supposed violent and dangerous wild beast was placed. 

Then the white tiger was billed to Grind well's agent In Ca leu tin, 
with directions to ship to America. 

All this had been duuti, and our explorers wore about to re-enter 
the Vau and return to the jungle for fresh adventures when a new In- 
cident occurred. 

Suddenly a loud shouting was heard at the lower end of the village, 

Frank Reade, Jr., saw a large gang of the natives coming, armed 
with spears ami guns. 

They were evidently in a very excited frame of mind, and the Van 
seemed to be the object of their spite. 

'« What's up?" exclaimed Gladwell, In surprise, r< Something is 
wrong with the natives/* 

"Suit seems I s ' replied Frank, in surprise. "I don't understand 
it." 

" They are coming toward usl" 
"Yes," 

"What have we done to disgruntle them?" 
M I don't know." 

' ' Begorrn, Mist her Frank 1" cried Barney, "I'm thinking we must 
be on the watch for thim rapscallions T 

N Right you are!" cried Glad well. li They evidently meau us harm. 11 

14 Golly fo* massy salces alibo!" cried Pomp, " does yo* see 'em com- 
ic 1 , Marsc Frank?" 

"Everybody set their rifles/' cried Frank, " but don't lire until I 
give you orders." 

"All roight, sort" 

The natives now came on rapidly. 

They made menacing gestures as they u eared the Van. 

But the sight of t lie rifle muzzles protruding from the Van was the 
means of bringing them to a hull. 

Then one of their number advanced with his hands held up as a 
token of amity. 

Frank went to a loophole. 

" Well," he asked, tersely, "what do you want, sir?" 

" Great prince, we salute you," said* the fellow, obsequiously. 
li We mean you no harm, but we come in the name of Brahma, to 
warn yon that one of our gods chosen has been placed by yon in 
durance vile,'* 

" Indeed!" exclaimed Frank, in surprise. " Will yon explain 
what?" 

M The white tiger, most noble prince." 
Frank saw the point at once. 

The white tiger was regarded by the natives as a sacred beast. 

It was a ltin to the sacred ox and was worshiped as a deity. 

Indeed, superstitious natives were known to have thrown them- 
selves in the way of the white tiger, and considered it a rare bit of 
good fortune to bo devoured by the white deity. 

Therefore, the act of the white men in capturing the tiger was dese- 
cration, and they could not permit it 

Frank was disgusted with thair ignorance, but lie saw at once that 
nothing he could say would disabuse their minds of tte Idea* 

11 Upon my soul H he muttered. "What are we going to do with 
these fellows?' 1 

" Eh?" exclaimed Glad well. *' What is ftf* 

"It begins to look as ir you would not succeed in getting your white 
tiger out at the cnuutry/' 
"Indeed! Why not?" 

"These natives regard it as a deity, and demand that you set it 
freer 

Glad we II was an^jry. 

" Never!" he fumed. "Tell them we will light them first. After 
all our trouble to capture him we will not give him up now!" 

Frank was of Glad wall's mind, but before be could say anything to 
the natives matters were precipitated. 

Some of the Hindoos made a break for the car in which the tiger 
was confined and made an effort to break into it. 

They would no doubt have succeeded had they been allowed to per- 
severe, 

But, Frank Beade, Jr.' a anger was up and he called to Barney: 
"Steer straight for the car, Barney, Fire a volley over their 
heads!" 



CHAPTER XI. 

PUNISHING THE HINDOOS. 

Mattriir were getting exciting* 

Frskiik Reade, Jr/s nlood was up and he was incensed at the blind 
ignorance and stupidity of natives who would consider the white tiger 
a deity. 

*' ril fix them l" he muttered. 

as the Van bore down toward the car Frank went out on the plat- 
form and shouted: 

il Get away from there! Let that car alone!" 
But bo might as well have talked to empty air. 



Tlio natives kept on hacking at the car. 

In a few moments they would have succeeded in cutting their way I 

But the volley 11 red from the Vau over their heads was not witbo 
effect, 

Fart of them recoiled. 

Again Frank lie ad e, Jr., shouted ; 

" Gtit away from Lhere or it will be the worse for you!" 

In reply ihe natives came yelling toward the Van, 

Shots were II red, and Frank narrowly escaped them, 

The youn^ in visitor dodged into ihe cage, 

Tim Hindoos, like a pack of savage wolves, were coming d0WD u 
the Tan ivllh great fury. 

There was no use in further delay. 

It was a question of self-preservation, and Frank cried: 

f< Give it to theml" 

The rllles Hashed and ouIIhLb sped through the air. 

The volley was given with deadly el feci, too* A number of 
Hindoos fell. 

Frank set the Van going forward at full speed. 

The Hindoos in vain tried to check its course. 

It mowed a path through tltem, and destructive volleys were glv 

In loss than three minutes ihe Van was master of Die situation. 

The natives were fleeing for their lives find did not return. 

Now the employees of the railroad came out and in terms of m 
sincerity they pressed their regret to Frank that such a thing 
occurred. 

Frank was shrewd enough to hold them responsible. 

*' We are not responsible, sahib, for the acts of a lawless mob! T 
clared the head chief of the railroad. "We can have no control o * 
such a crew'" 

Do you mean to say that you are not in sympathy with that can 
asked Frank. 

11 1 assure you of that, sahib!" 

" Then you will oblige me by protecting thai car."" 

11 Sahib, an engine .shall ha brought up and it shall be carried 
once to Calcutta," declared the railroad official. 

" Very weill" 

And tills was carried out to the letter. 

The Van had no more trouble with the natives in Hudi Jan. 

Indeed, they rather affected great friendship for the Arnnricaiifl, 

A few hours later one of the peasaut class came to the Vau Id 
agony of grief and tears. 

" 0h t sahibs/ 1 he cried, " I humbly pray thee to help me. The ra 
eater has carried away my youngest child to the jungle. I knew n 
but that the b«ast lias devoured it, yet I would fain go to its helpF 

"And It is a worthy man who sues thee! 1 ' cried the railroad 
cial. 

Frank Reade, Jr.'s sympathy was at once aroused. 

The story w:lh quickly told. 

The child had been playing in the grove of palms near the hung 
low, when a huge tiger had pounced upon it and bodily carried 
away. 

A party of armed men had pursued it to the Bang Ohu jungle, 
Lite? dared go no further. 

The child had no doubt been taken to the tiger's lair. 

It was probable that the innocent one bad been devoured long 
Tore this* 

But there were cases on record in which the tiger had kept its p 
alive in its den even for days. 

This hope had remained in the agonized parent's breast, 

Of course the Americans were all enlisted in his sympathy. 

■* Begorra, we'll l brack down the baste, anyhow !" cried Barney, 

14 Eight r cried Frank. 11 bhow ns the way, sahib, and we'll I 
and rescue your dear one." 

The Hindoo father was overjoyed, and showed profuse expression! 
gratitude upon the young inventor. 

He led the way to the spot iu the jungle where the tiger ha'.l 
tered. 

Frank sent the Van crashing through the reeds. 

But It was not necessary to go far or make an extended search 
fore tiie trail was struck. 

In a clearing in the heart of the jungle the man-eater's tracks w 
seen. 

They extended into a part of the jungle too dense for the 7 
logo. 

Frank, however, was not to be baffled. 
He returned to Glad well and said: 

** You will oblige me by remaining on £uard aboard the V 
Barney and Pomp and I will po in quest of the tiger." 

" All right, sir!" agreed Gtadwell. " I will do my duty." 

Brmiey and Pomp were delighted with the Idea of a hunt in 
jungle. 

They procured their weapons and hastily joined Frank. 

But the young inventor now produced what was really one of 
most wonderful inventions. 

This was a coat of mail made of the fin est and toughest steel, 
which was capable of resisting a rifle ball. 

From head to foot this coat of mail covered the wearer, 

Barney and Pomp each had a suit as well as Frank. 

" Are yez soin' to pui on thim, Mist her Frank?' 1 asked Barney* 

4 1 Yes repb ed the you n g i n ven tor. 1 ' Get i n to them Llvel y V 

The two servitors quickly obeyed. 

The coats of mail would certainly be a great protection against 
tiger's t eet b and claws iu case either was assailed, 
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us equipped thev left the Van, 

was au easy mutter La follow the tiger's trail through the deep 

r an mo distance It was followed 
rank looked apprehensively for blood marks, 
e would not have been surprised to have found the marks of tho 

ing in pieces of the victim, 
ut nothing of t his sort was discovered. 

e I rail dually led from the deepest part of the jungle into au Opeo 
% 

ddenly Barney clutched Frank's arm wildly. 

Uowly Moses!" lie gasped. 11 Wud yez luk at that'" 

deed the spectacle was one well calculated to chill ono T s blood* 

rem a distant copse Lite giant farm of a tiger was seen to glide. 

the monster's jaws was the form of the Hindoo child held sospeud- 
y its dress. 

e tiger was crossing the open slowly and lashiug ita tall, 
did not seem aware of the presence of its foes. 
1 Phwat shall we do, Misther Frank?" cried Barney* 11 Wud yez 
S& a shot?' 1 

Walt a moment," said Frank, 
e crept caotiousty oot into the long grass* 
e result was startling, 

ddenly from another copse near a second tiger bounded forth, 
Hh a hideous roar the brute seemed about to throw itself upon 
young inventor. 

t Barney and Pomp's rifles spoke sharply, 
e tiger was struck but not fatally wounded 

fiLii a maddened roar it turned and daahod for the two servitors, 
nk gave one glance In that direction. He saw that Barney and 
p were well prepared. 

ereforo, he did not uller to go to their aid. 
A was thinking of the child in the grip of the other tiger, 
e k fleet of the melee op on the other tiger was surprising. 

Frank's surprise he dropped the laseu stole child and turning 
■J Frank Us seeming anger. 

la was just what the young inventor wanted. 
b knew that if he could divert the tiger's attention now the child 
bt stand a chance of bein# saved. 

Frank raised his rifle, took steady aim and lirod. 
a aimed directly for II le beast's eye. 
wes a capital mark and Frank was a dead shot, 
nder certain circumstances he could have dropped the animal 
ut the tiger moved its head just a little bit, 
was enough to divert the bullet. 

1 leaden missile s track Into i he brute upon the hard bone just 
the eye and glanced off the skutl 

stunned and maddened the tiger to a great extent. 

e beast staggered for a moment. 

en with a maddened roar it started for Frank. 

e young inventor had just time to get out of the way. 

e beast, with a long stride, cleared the intervening distance, but 

k dodged behind a banyan tree. 

e tiger passed him with the force of his Impetus, but quickly 
od, 

Is was Frank's opportunity, 
fired again, 

s time the bullet struck a vital spot. 

penetrated the beast's hide just under the forearm, 

a tiger dropped dead Instantly. 

ruey and Pomp, however, were having a more serious time, 

e tiger which attached them was indeed a monster, and their mil- 

seemed to have no more s fleet upon him than pellets from a blow 

each close quarters they were unable to avoid a close encounter. 

e tiger sprang upon l*omp and crushed him to the ground. 

a monster's huge teeth grated upon the darky's mail -clad shoul- 

t they ware not powerful enough to penetrate the flesh. 

mp drew a long knife and began jabbing it Into the tiger's body. 

waa a terri lie struggle. 

ruey joined forces with Pomp and tho battle went on. 
e tiger seemed really io have the p_overbial nine lives, 
rney was knocked down by the tiger's powerful paws half a dozen 

at the beast was getting weak, and as Frank Reade, Jr., now came 
and put a bullet through him at short range, the battle was ended. 



CHAPTER XII. 

THE JUNGLE FIRE* v 

was a plucky fight and a commendable victory for our ex- 
re. 

t q tigers lay dead upon the ground, 
are seemed to lie no more in the vicinity, or if so they did oot 
s to the attack. 

sk Reade, Jr. , pulled himself together, as did Barney and 

* Begorra, did yez iver see the loikos av sich u baste as that wan?" 
the Celt. 11 He wud stand a rigimlnt av min, I'm fchinkinV 
He was a powerful beast," agreed Frank. 

GoHrt 1 done few J as if 1 had been run ober by a train ob cars I" 
rod Pomp, lugubriously, 
now all thought of the object of the quest. 



Frank soon had the little Hindoo child in his arms. 
It was just opening Its eyes as he picked it up* 
After a long period of insensibility, the Utile one was returning to 
consciousness. 

Frank caressed it and prevented its giving way to greater terror. 
The child in a few moments was prattling away happily in its 
native tongue. 
The return was made to the Van. 
But before they reached it shots were heard. 

When they suddenly came in sight of the vehicle, a thrilling sight 
was beheld. 

Two huge tigers were clinging to the cage and clawing fiercely, try- 
,-io g to get into it. ^ 

Glad well was tremendously excited and was tryiog to get a shot at 
the tigers. 

At sight of his returning companions to gave a shout 

"Give them a shot! 1 ' he cried, 11 1 can't got at them P 

" Steady all!' 1 cried Frank ReatL, Jr. 11 Now give it to them!" 

The three rifles cracked. 

One of the tigers dropped. 

The other bounded from the top of the cage and away Into the 
woods, 

A few seconds later the three Uger hunters were clambering aboard 
the wagon. 

Glad well ivas overjoyed at their safe return. 

" 1 heard the 11 ring/' he declared, ■* and I feared for you all." 

" Whurrool" cried Barney. 11 Av we kupe on, sliure we'll make the 
record av the world on tiger hunting!" 

"Golly, datum right r cried Poinp. 14 1 done flak dere am too 
many tigers hereabouts fo' us though." 

" You are right," agreed Frank. "We might hunt tigers all our 
lives in this j angle, and then not succeed In clearing them out ut- 
terly." 

"Then you think it best to give up the idea of cleaning out the 
Bang Chn jungle!" asked Glad wall. 

"I consider it an impossible feat," replied Frank, 

" But was not that one object of your mission to India?" 

"Qh, certainly r 

"And you will abandon it?" 

41 Of necessity," 

"And will you soon return home?" 

" No," replied Frank, " I shall explore apart of In do-China before 
I am done with this excursion/ 1 
"And may I accompany you!" 
" Certainly P 

11 A thousand thanks, Mr. Uoade!" cried the circus manager, rub- 
bing his hands with great delight, 
" You will no doubt find some animals there worth shipping home." 
"I am sure of it." 

The Van was now headed for the return to Hud i Jan. 
In a short while it emerged from the jungle at the spot where it 
entered. 

A large crowd or Hindoos were there lu eager waiting. 
Among them was the Hindoo faiher. 

Frank restored his child to him and the fellow's gratitude was be- 
yond expression. 

He clasped his child to his breast and then fell down and kissed 
Frank's feet in his deep gratitude. 

But the young inventor broke away and sprang into the Van. 

"One more trip into the jungle," he cried, " then for Indo-Ghinal" 

The Hindoos gave loud cheers of good feeling for the travelers, 

Frank sent the Van once more Into the jungle and all began to look 
now for now and thrilling incidents. 

These were at hand, and in good store, as the near future revealed. 

For some hours the Van was kept at work cutting Its way through 
the jungle, 

Frank reckoned that they had como several miles, when suddenly a 
startling thing occurred, 
They had entered a clear space in the heart or the jungle, 
Suddenly a curious son no til led the air. 
It was a* powerful hissing, like the escape of steam from a pipe. 
" What on earth Is It?' 1 cried Glad we II, springing up* 
But Barney cried: 1 

" Fer goodness* sakes, wud yez jes luk at the ground P 
An astounding spectacle was presented, 

The ground was seen to be r literaly covered with a wriggling, hiss* 
in£ mass of cobras. 

They were so thick that they actually carpeted tho ground, and 
wore crushed in hundreds under the wheels of the Van. 

Frank had brought the Van to a stop, 

Tho reptiles were swarming up the spokes of the wheels, striking 
furiously right and left. 

" Upon my word, I never saw so many snakes before in my lifer 
cried Glad well. 

" Wiiii* fo' goodness' sakes does deycome from?" cried Pomp. 
" Begorra, it's a hull army ob dem on de march I" cried Barney. 
This was a seeming fact. 

The snakes all seemed to be working in one direction. 
It .was a curious phenomena. 

But it was shortly explained in a most thrilling manner. 
Suddenly Frank cried: 
" Listen I" 

From tho distance there came a rumble like rolling thunder. 
It seemed every instant to swell louder and louder, 
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Then tliero waa a crashing in the undergrowth and an antelope went 
hounding by. 

In another moment several more followed. 

Then came tigerB, jeopards, bears, and alt manner of beasts and 
reptiles. 

All seemed fljlnir before some dread Foe, 

'* Hegorrn, gthwat Die divil ails thlm any how r' cried Barney, 

J in teed, this was a mystery. 

Hut il was suddenly explained* 

To the nostrils of nil came a distant odor* It waa unmistakably 
the smell of smoke. 
< A Flrer 

The adventurers exchanged startled glances. 

It required no explanation 10 convince them of the magnitude of the 
danger which threatened them. 

A lire in a jungle is a matter of no light sort. 

A prairie lire ia bad enough, but n Jungle 11 re is much worse. 

It is almost impossible to tell from what direction it comes, as 
the flames and smoke cannot be seen until almost upon one. 

But in this case the course pursued by the beasts and reptiles told 
the tale. 

If Lh«re is one thing the cobra fears it is tire. 

If a jungle is of the kind that will bnrn T that is composed of ennes, 
and light reeds and dry grass, is iired, every cobra in tbe plo^o will 
a warm out* 

Our explorers well knew the consequences of being overtaken by 
the fire. 

OF course it would mean the destruction of the Van, if not death to 
them eel vet. 

Frank Reade, Jr., knew this veil, and at once headed for open 
ground. 

Ho took the return trail, but had not gone half a mile when he saw 
11 tunes and smoke ahead, 
it would he madness to go in that direction, of course. 
To turn the other way waa just the same. 

The lire was upon all three skies, and th ureses mod no way but to 
riiu before It, 
Tli ere was no time Ic lose. 

The faces of the explorers plainly showed their great apprehension, 
Frank Reade, Jr., new well that it, would be a close pull at best. 
He headed the Van directly before the lire, and sent it forward as 
fast as was possible. 
It was a Tearful race. 

Many obstructions were encountered and overcome. 

fallen tref R bad lo he avoided, also groups of Standing ones. 

On rushed the Van. 
Bill the lire gained* 
Nearer u drew. 

*' My God!" cried GladwelJ, in despair; "we shall be burned up 
alive: 1 ' 

Bni just at that moment a cry of hope went up. 
The Van desired tbe undergrowth nnd came out into an open space. 
It was a long plain, heavy with thick, dry grass. 
The moment the lire struck it the grass rolled up in one mighty 
cloud of flame. 

Close after the Van it came. 

Frank put the lover full down and let the full current oo P 
Fortunately (.here were few obstructions of any account in the way, 
On went tbe Van at a terriiic speed, 
And now a great cry went up from the voyagers.* 
D ahead of them they saw the shimmering waters of a lake* 
At once they realized wb ere they wwv. All looked familiar about 
them. 

They could even see the spot whore Harney and Pomp had bathed. 
But alas!- this was upon the opposite shore of the lake. 
To make the circuit of the lake was impossible. 
The Humes had already shut in on either akle. 
Frank Reade, Jr., saw that they were in a fearful position. 
The grasses here ran down into the waters of the lake. 
There was cot a spot of clear land anywhere in sight. 
Ttie Van could not cross tbe lake certainly. The llames were bowl- 
ing In the rear and upon both sides. 
\TJiat was to be done? 

It was a stupendous problem, and Frank Head a, Jr., felt keenly his 
mobility Lo wreath" with it. 
" Ond!" he muttered, u we are lost! Death is upon us!" 
Indeed, so it seemed. 

Straight down to tbe water's edge went the Electric Van and came 
to a full stop. 



CHAPTER XILL 

THE END. 

There was no question but that the fate of the Electric Van 
sealed. 

The flames were now within three hundred ynrde. 
They were coming on with race-horse speed every Instant. 
Even at that distance the beat wus intolerable. 
The voyagers wen* in a fearful state of mind. 
11 My God! We are lost!" repeated Frank Reade, Jr. 
M The Van will he mimed!* 1 cried GladwelL " But can we mt i 
capeF 1 

Tills was the only thing to be considered now. 

Personal safety was of far more consequence than the Electric 

"Right!" cried Frank Reade, Jr. " Barney and Pomp, get mli 
rubber pontoon!" 

Tliis waa a long canoe made Of robber, which, when unrolled 1 \ 
put up with braces, wiih the air chambers at the end tilled, ] 
capital light boat. 

Barney and Pomp were quick to obey orders. 

They soon had the pontoon boat in readiness. 

The explorers entered it when the air was so hot that their \m 
were blistered. 

The llames were not one hundred yards away. 

The Electric Vnn stood partly in die water. 

But Frank knew well enough* that It could not be saved. 

The intense heat would fuse the metal and destroy the woodwoi 
as well as the delicate electrical machinery. 

Frank took a last look at bis pride and heaved a sigh. 

Then the pontoon boat shot out into the lake. 

in a few moments tiny were beyond the intense hot waves. 

There they rested and sadly watched the destruction of the Van. 

"This is terrible!" said Glad well, sorrowfully. (< What hard 1m 
is ours!" 

"Never mind/* said Frank, determinedly. "I will supplant 
Van with a new and greater machine,** 

The flame a now completely enveloped the Electric Van. 

In a few moments it was a helpless wreck. 

The flames burned down to the water's edge, and for lack of 
went out. 

A great volume of smoke rolled up heavenward, and then the I 

ened spark -beet re wn plain waa revealed. 
The explorers in>w pitlh*ii aadly and slowly back. 
They went ashore and stood for somn time looking at the ruin* 
There waa nothing left of the Van but a heap of old Iron* 
" Well," sjjuI Frank K.eadi\ Jr., after a time, "come, friemta, lei 

us get out of tli is locality!" 

"Shore, M lather Frank,'* said Barney, " phwero is it we wiL 
M Back lo Iludi Jan, then to Calcutta, and thence by iirst ssiem r 

home!" 

" And not to Indo-Chlnan said GladwelL disappointedly. 
"Not this trip." 

go tiiey started out n cross the tire -black ened plain. 

There were no wild be&Sta or reptiles now to fear. 

These, such as survived the lire, were far away, fleeing before IL 

Not a live cobra or even an insect was to be fouud anywhere, 

In due course of time lladt Jan was reached. 

The Hindoo natives there, having recovered from their enmity 1 
ward the explorers, received them kindly. 

The first train took them back to Calcutta* 

Here Glad well found his agent, and learned that tbe white tiger i 
the hutfe python had been shipped by a previous steamer. 

" Now for America and a fortune, " said the circus manager. 

True lo his word, Frank took passage on the next American steamtt 

Back to San Francnco the party went. The trip to Central IadJ 
was at an end. 

It could be said lo most respects to have been a success. 

Of course the loss of the Vnn was n serious catastrophe. 

But Glad well had accomplished his pet object and Frank bad i 
ried out his plan of visiting Central India, 

Everybody In Readestowu wus glad to welcome the young ioventc 
back. 

Glad well went at once upon the road with his show. 
His most sanguine expectations were realized, lie reaped a i 
harvest. 

Barney and Pomp wure glad to get home once more. 

But Frank Reade, Jr., said: 

" 1 am no; done. 1 shall supplant the Electric Vnn with eveuftj] 
greater wonder. Look out for my next/' 

And now, dear reader, with the hopes of in the future learning thai 
character of this new project, let us take a leare of our characters 
and write 



[TT1K END.] 



The nmt number of the Fju nk Reade Library will contain another thrilling 
JR M AND HIS STEAM WONDER" 



story, entitled— "FRANK RliADB 



IJ.OW TO WHITE IN AN ALBUM— Containing selected verses suita- 
ble for any occasion. Also acrostics and valentines, Price 10 cents. 
For sale by nil newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or 
*Mnt to any address, postage free, on receipt of price. Address Frank 
T<>iisey, publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore Street, Now York, Box 
2730. 



HOW TO WRITE LOVE LETTERS.— A most complete little booK, 
tainkijr fuit directions for wri tine; Jove letters, and when to usu th__ 
also giving sp^v amen letters for both the yountf ami old. Pr'GC I 
cents. For sale by all newsdealers, or sent to your fiddress, 
free, on receipt of the price. Address Frank Tousoy, pubii 
and 36 North Moore street* New York, Box 2730V 



t Fmnk Tousey's Hmd Books, t 

Containing Useful Information on Almost Every Subject Under the Suu. Friee 18 Gents Per Copy. 



No. 1. 

Napoleon's OracnJum ami 1) renin Book, 

Containing tho grant oracle of hnman dee tiny ; alio the 
f lrae manning <\t iiliuoHi, Jiuy kind ot itrt-jviiirf. luguther iv it ii 
ihsnua, <wnji hi tjivs, n ml H'uriLma yaimir* ot ciirdn- A cum- 
' e buck. Price !□ cent*. 



No, 2, 

HOW TO 00 TRICKS* 

B great bonk or tnagio ttncl curd trlckn, containing foil 
'motion of all tho tand ina curd tricks of tho day, nlao 
most j 1 1 j p> 1 1 1 rtr magical ikhiMuiih ft.i pcrfoi'jnod by our 
line magicians; every boy should obtain * copy, u it 
1 both amuse and instruct. Price 10 cents. 

No. 3* 

HOW TO FLIRT. 

i arts and wiles of flirtation are folly explained by tnfs 
Ids hook, Jt^ultjri t\m various unit ho,1a uf handken-hiH 
(■fl, plr^«. njirriH'il, xvind-»>v und tint fl imtionn. it COIlfai tiH 
Mull liHtof tho kii»iiiu'i' ,'i Nil aentinniEL of Jtowom, iv h i < - h 
flihttTHHii.ii^ lo i>vi*r„vbmlyi bol li ohj Hind vnimjt. Yon can. 
not hi) happy without one. Prica 10 cento* 

NO. 4. 

HOW TO DANCE 

i the tEtfn ot a new and handsome little book Just iasned 

| t milk Toimi'y . 1 1 4:rjiiE-li illH full bial-rLLCLiulLr* in I.Jiu urt 
jrdMN-itijr, etiquette in tbe ball-room, and at parties, bow 
ft dress, mill Ui\\ directions for calling off ill all popular 
autre d a no a a . The price ie 10 cento. 



No. 9. 

HOW TO MAKE LOYEJ 

I complete guide to rote, courtship And mart lege, giving 
Me ILrivj co. run -a mid inunu'tf.H' In if observed, With 
f i : ur iu UK nnd into renting things not genu rally known. 

U I I i r.Lllrl. 



HOW TO BECOME AN ATHLETE* 

Bring full inKtri[«3tirjn fur the nee of dunib-bolla, tndiafl 
"ubn, tumJIH hurt*, boi izoiitnl bars imd various other 
Kheda of developing n good, healthy mu ado j containbv 
If ai X Lv j ] J 1 1 h 1 z pi I Mm n. f> i h ry hoy en n hecom o *l ro n g ft w 
allhjr by following the instructions contained in Ibit 
"i book. I'rios IP cent a. 



NO. 7. 

HOW TO KEEP BIRDS. 

Dia^omoly illustrated, nnd cnntah-ing full instructions 
' riii-* inanaaemantrand training of the canary, mock in g- 
bobolink, blackbird, paroquet, parrot, etc., etc. Price 



No. 8. 

HOW TO BECOME A SCIENTIST* 

I qaefid hnd 1 r r ■ i < \ 1 1 v o book, gi v I u g a com pk to L r e* t 1 ho 
1 cuaitiiHtry ; jiIno, mptsrunfMir* in jiciohmHow, meohanicH, 
'imemntionH chemiMery, iii nation a for making iiru- 
jjrka, colored i\n>n. nnd mm h a I loon Thi« book ounnot 
tequahMi, Price 10 cenia, 

No. 9, 

HOW TO BECOME A VENTRILOQUIST. 

~>HjLrry Kennedy* Tho eociet glvon away. Kvnry intellh. 
I hoy n-jidinK Miis honk td snhi.riiel inj>.-, hy u prnclh-ni 
r>r Mji'lijcN 'sup jnntlitnflei* evr-ry uiRhl iUi hia »on< 
imMMiE>n^>p can maeter Iho art, and create any 
t of fun for timiHolr nod friend It in Lin* ^renteaE, 
ever pnhliKhcd, and there 'a mill ions (of fun> in it. 
ID oantNi 



No. 10. 

HOW TO BOX. 

Tjo flrt- of Aelf-defenNU Tuado eatij. ('etitaiajng over thirty 
JilustraliuiiHi ni' Kiuinlx, blown nnd tho different position ■ of 
ifocnJ lioxor. Every boy Kbonld obtain ono of t hene pfnifnJ 
uiffiructive uonkn. tut it wdl teacti you bow to box with- 
t an instructor. Prfco 10 cent*. 



No. II. 

HOW TO WRITE LOVE-LETTERS. 

I. Stout complete lit (Jo hook, cootalnhig full d I recti on rt for 
Jtning lovo-loitftra, and when to uao the in; al«o firing 
tptaiiuen tetlera tor both young and uld. Price 10 canto. 



No. E2. 

BOW TO WRITE LETTERS TO LADIES. 

..ring complcto inutntolioti* for writing letter* Lo ladies 
ittl sabieoin; also* letters of introduction, notes and riH 
Price 10 centa. 



No* 13. 

low fo Bo It; or» Book of Etiquette. 

It ft a Kroiit. tile secret, and ono that every yanng mn& do- 
mw to knew all abo u t» Send 10 con ta au d k t-t it, Th ere'e 



piiijiu.-ia In it. 



No. 14. 

HOW TO MAKE CANBY, 

aoOEnpiek) hand-hook for making all kindn of candy, iao- 
, ny r u ps, c urn n ce m h e Ikj.» eto, PrluolOeeiite. 



No. 15. 

HOW TO BECOME RICH. 

This wonderful book prononta you wtth the example and 
life ei perm nee of Fumm of tbe mext notod and wealthy men 
In the world, hirhidim; I tie aelf-ninde men of our cniLiitry. 
The book in edited by one of tint m out sncoeaHful men of 
the pr«M'!jL nm* t whohn oivn oiam pie ih in it*.otf guide 
em Nil if h for those who aspire i<n fame and money, Tbe 
book will irire yon the secret. Price 10 cento. 



No. ie. 

HOW TO KEEP A WINDOW GARDEN. 

Containing full instructions for constructing a window 
jtarden either in town or country, and the most approved 
mot hod a for raiding bnatitUnl flower* at home, r Uhe most 
cu]ii[]JeLo book uf tho kind ever published, Prico IU ceuts. 



No. 17, 

HOW TO DRESS* 

Uontaining full instrnclion in the art of dressing end np- 
pErarinir w«H at borne acid abroad, giving tbe selections of 
uoJ.o-:*, juuteruJ, and bow lo biive them made up. Price 10 
conla. 



No. 18* 

HOW TO BECOME BEAUTIFUL* 

One of the hrighteNt nnd most valuable little bonks evei 
given l.c* Mm world, h! very body wanhea to know bow lo 
ln'COWO hintutifnl, b-il h male and l^nale. Thr hrcret jft 
simple, and aliuest oostless. Read Una book and be con- 
vinced bow to become beautiful. Price 10 cento. 



No. 19. 
FRANK TOUSEY'S 

United Slal&g Dinfjinco Tables, rocket Coiti- 
jKiiiltiii and ifUide* 

Oiving Jthe official dhtmice* on aU the railroads ot tbe 
United states and Uamuia. A I wo, table of d is Lances by 
water to foreign porta, hack faros in tbe principal cities 
reports of i ho census, etc.. etc, making it one of the most 
com 1 1 lets and bandy books published. Price lOccnia, 



No. 20. 

How to Enter In in on Evening Party. 

\ vory TfilnabTe MtUo book joM pnbliebod, A comi'h ie 
compendium of games, sport*, card -diversions, eomie 
recraaimci-i, etc., ^nitji hie for parlor or drawing-rnom i-n^ 
tortainment. It eon tains more for the money than nuy 
beck published. Price 10 cento, 



Ho. 21. 

HOW TO UUiYJ' MB FISH* 

Tho mojt complete bunting and fSehiog gntde ever frtth- 
Lmbed. It k^mtaiud luh i rmtructlcum about tfiine, hunting 
ilogs, tratiH, tr^jpioK nnd bubing, to^«jih<;r with desoriu- 
tiona ot gjj tnw iod i^»h. Price ll> com-* 



No. 22. 

HOW TO DO SECOND SKiHT. 

[h tho "s aeoond sight oiplo,|nnd by hk former a^ai^tanl, 

I'Voi] liuot.Jr. Kjiphifimg Imw Ihn Ri>L:rft1 dijiliwrn-s ui-n' 

cs rried on between the magi elan and the boy on the stage; 
a !sn living ah I bo code* nnd elgnnts. Tho only auebfutic 
dxplanation of aeoond s]gh(. Price 10 cents. 



No. 23. , 

HOW TO EXPLAIN DREAMS. 

Kverybody dreams, from tbe little child to the seed nan 

jLnd WOliinu, 'I'hi-H bH.ln book rLvhh ihy < \ (.hi Itnt ion to atl 
kinds of ilrnams, together with lucky nnd u "lucky days, 
and Napol son's Ornouluiu,' 1 l.bo iKjok of fate h Price W« 



No. 24. 

HOW TO WRITE .LETTERS TO GENTLE- 
MEN. 

Containing full directions for writing to gen Hem en on all 
subjetda; also giving sumplc loUern Jor in^Lnu i , u. 1'm> 
10 cents. 



No. 29. 

HOW TO BECOME A GYMNAST* 

Containing fnh Inslmclions for nil klnda of gymnastic 
a ports and athletic OKorcitiea. Km bracing t hi rly-dve i 1 1 lih- 
l rations. Hy FrofeHarir W. Madden aid. A handy and "t»e- 
ful hook, Price 1Q ceutw. 



No- 20. 

HOW TO ROW, SAIL AND BUI LB A BOAT. 

Fully jllofttratod, Every boy sbould know how to row and 
MiiiJ el hmit. k'cih bihtTLi.CioiiH nn'i[ivi!n in 1 J] in Ut l-lo bimlt, 
together with Inatnicttons on rm miming and riding, eom- 
luinion sports to heating. **rice 10 Lents. 



No. 27. 

HOW T0 RECITE AND BOOK OF RECI- 
TATIONS. 

Containing the most popular selections in use, comprising 
Dutch dialect, t ranch dialect. Yankee and triah dialect 
pieces, together with many standard readings. Price 10 
oi-nln. 



No. 28. 

HOW TO FELL FORTUNES. 

Kvery cue Is desirous of knowing what his future rife will 
being forth, whether hap pi boms or ioint?rv, wecihh or pov» 
»ny. Vrni nm hit hy n glanee at thin little book. Buy ens 
and hi? coovincyd, IV'M jour own furtnne- Tod the fort* 
nnsi of your friends, Price lo cents. 



HO. 29. 

HOW TO BECOME AN INVENTOR, 

Jf very buy ahould know how Inventions originate. This 
ln.ii.ik ezpialns ihoni nil. giving LtAauiphoi In *i\*-vt rkdty, by* 
draulic^ magtieEiNni, option 4 pneumntica. mechanics, ete., 
etc T> ie meet i nstru oti ve boo k pub babed. Price 10 oeale. 



NO. 30, 

HOW TO COOK, 

fbie of tho most Instruct 1*e bonk^ on cooking ever pah- 
lisbed. It rontains recipes for cooking muatM. finb. gama i 
and oysters; alae nles, puddings, cake, and all kinds of 
pastry, and n grimd rohe.-tion nf Tei:ijn.H h y nneof ourmoel 
popular cooks. Only 10 centa per copy. 



NO. 31. 

HOW TO BECOME A SPEAKER* 

Contain! eg fourteen illustration*, giving tbe different pe>* 
sitlons requisite Lo become a good speaker, reader and, 
e loo uti i-ni i h t Aw) pontaiulna gems from ah lbs pe pu I at 
euthcrs cf prose and poetry, a'ri'nntT^ m tho must simple 
and cone i»u manner |wm iij Ie. Price 10 ceuts. 



No. 32. 

HOW TO RIDE A BICYCLE. 

Handsomely {frustrated* and containing full directions I 

"TJ MfntftinL_ 
[Peking u.; 



ii 'f iiiurwiinii, "I"! LiFf|wi||||Uf[ JU11 UirrLIIMlin ] 

Lin.inimg. riding nnd managing a bicycle, fully ovnlaini4 
nth practical itlnatmtioiiH; aUo diructionH lor picking e 



a machine. Price 111 cents. 



No. 33. 

HOW TO BEHAVE. 

i Containing tbe rales and etiquette of good society ami toe 
eauieat and most approved method* or appearing to goosT 
mi vantage at- pBitien, hull*, the tlmater t church, and in tkm 
di-awjj]f. roein, I'rice cento. 



No. 34. 

HOW TO FENCE. 

Hontainlng full l nut motion Tor fencing and tbe ns* of the 
broadHvvnrd; ulio iiiHrniction in arckicry. Described witM 
twenty-one practical iJliihtraiion., giving tbe bent portion* 
in fencing. A Complete book. Price 10 cents. 



No. 35. 

HOW r TO PLAY GAMES. 

A complete and useful little book, containing tbe rub 
and regulations of billiards, bug. lo lie* backgajnuion. em 
quel, dominoes, etc. Price 10 cents. 



No. 36. 

HOW TO SOLVE CONUNDRUMS. 

Containing all t be leading con und rums of lb, day, amusing 
rid d lea, curione catches and witty snyinga . fries 10 cento. 



No. 37. 

HOW TO KEEP 



HOUSE. 



It contains Informal inn for every body, boys, stria, meu 
and women; It will ten^h yon how to make alim etam thin* 
am und the honae, mch a* parlor oi mi merit*, bniekets. 
oenmiitfl. rcnlhin iian'fl. and Lnra Jirao lor catching bird,.. 

Priue 1T> cnntA. 



No. 38. 

HOW TO BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTOR. 

A wonderful hook, containing useful end practical tnfo*- 
mation in tno Ln*jLi tnfot of ordinary dlseaHOR mid ailrnento 
oommon to every family. Abounding in usefnJ find effseV 
ivn roeines f*»r general complaints Price LO W rta. 



No. 39. 

How t(i Roiso Bosrs, Poultry, Pjirfons antf 
Rabbits. 

A naefuf and tnstrticfi,e book. Handsomely fflnstrateel 

By Era llrcfraw. Price 10 cento. 



No. 40, 

HOW TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS 

Including hints on how to catch Mole a. VTVn*eK Ott#f, 
Pnto, Squirrels and Birds. Also hew to cur* Skina. OSm 
Piously illustratod. By J, Harrington Koi ne. Pries U 



, ^ No, 41. 

TJio Boys of New York End Moil's Joke Book. 

Containing a great ,ar|ety of the latest Jokes need by tfet 
mOHt famous end men. So amateur minstrels Is compl.tv 
without thla mjuderful little book. Prnv. 10 cent.^. 



TIio Boys of ffcw^roii: Stomp Spoaken 

Containing * varied assortment of Stnmp Speech"™, Nmm 
ilntcb and IHah. A Iho K n d Mim'j? JoUrb. ,TnBt tbe ^iSmm 
for home amassment and amateur shows. Price ID aeatsL 
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